
Denver Gem & Mineral Gui ld  

Founded Marc h 1964 
1420  S.  Reed  Stree t  

Lakewood,  Colorado,  80232  

TIPS & CHIPS May 2022  

HTTP: / /WWW. DE NV ERG E M. ORG  OR   

HTTP: / /DEN VERG E M. ORG  AND F AC EBOOK! ! !   

EMAIL  =  MINE RALG UILD @ G MAIL . C OM 

59 Years  

Diggin’ Rocks 

& Minerals 

AFMS Silver Medal Club 2016 

 

President - Joe Walkowich  
720-272-8806 

 

Vice President - Pete Modreski 

(#286) 
720-205-2553 

 

Secretary - Pro-tem 

Marj Becker 

 

Treasurer - Debbie Baldwin (#243) 

303-377-4211 
 

Hospitality – SERVE YOURSELF! 

Editor – Beth Simmons  (#276) 
303-986-9693; 303-902-1708 

Grab Bags-Kathy Honda 
720-272-8806 

Susanne Peach 
720-890-2849 

Field Trips - Committee 
 

Show Chairman - Beth Simmons   
303-902-1708 

Dealer Chairman 

Linda Burns (#354) 
303-263-0391 

 

Membership –Joe Walkowich  

joewcai@yahoo.com 
720-272-8806 

 

Ways & Means – Dave Sanchez 

Gideon Breithaupt (#357),  

Sandra Lucero 
303-238-8344:720-989-7202 

Dave Sanchez 
303-423-5206 

Sandra Lucero 
303-726-3829 

Historian – Kathy Honda (#364) 

 

Web Master – Bob Johnson (#274) 
303-985-8167 

Claims Manager - Fred Ceconi 

(#357) 

303-404-5967 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

In This May 2022 ISSUE 
 

Program    …….…...….…..1 
DGMG News                                ……...............2 
Calendar of events                      ……...............3 
President’s Message        …...…............3 
DGMG Amazonite sponsorship …………………4 
Pete’s Mineralogy class  …………..…….4 
Minutes from April’s meetings …………………5 
Emerald for May   ………………...6 
Treasures from the DGMG Trave …………….7-10 

Marj’s poem   ………………..11 
DGMG Web corner   …………..12-16 
DGMG membership  application ……….…….…17 
DGMG Waiver form  …………...…..18 
 
  
 
 

 
MAY MEETING—AT THE CHURCH AND VIRTUAL FRIDAY MAY 13 
Board meeting 6:00; Regular meeting 7:00.  

PROGRAM—One of Pete’s infamous KAHOOT  rock and mineral quizzes.  

How well did you learn your stuff from the mineralogy class? Can you 
identify the special specimens Pete will pull on us this month? Come 
equipped with writing utensil, hand lens, maybe a hardness tester, like a 
nail or quartz point.  

 

 

 
 

Above: Columbite on quartz 

 

Right: Fluorite on smoky quartz 

Above: Amazonite with 

smoky quartz, Smoky 

Hawk claim 
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59 years of DGMG Kudos, Celebrations, & Events 

THE DENVER GEM AND MINERAL GUILD—59 Years old! 

Founded in 1964, the Denver Gem and Mineral Guild pursues exploration, experimentation, and education  in  the earth sciences; 
the discovery, development and preservation of minerals and mineral deposits; and the advancement, encouragement and utiliza-
tion of the principles of art and craftsmanship as applied to gems and minerals.  

The Guild meets on the second Friday of the month at 7:00 pm at  the Wheat Ridge United Methodist Church, 38th & Wadsworth, 
Wheat Ridge, except for June, July, August, and December. Picnics, field trips, and parties replace regular meetings those  
months. 

Deadline for article submission for the Tips & Chips is the 20th of each month.  Email photos and articles to editor Beth Sim mons at 
mineralguild@gmail.com. Exchange with other newsletters is invited, and reprinting of material from this newsletter with proper 
attribution is encouraged.  

May Sunshine Spotlight 

CONTACT SANDRA LUCERO 303-726-3829  
gardengal001(@)yahoo.com  

TO  
INFORM HER OF SUNSHINE REQUESTS 

Best wishes to Ken Ray on his impending hip surgery.  
 

And to Marj Becker who will undergo a “Watchman”  
procedure in her heart.  

 

And congrats to George Daggett on the birth of his 9th 
grandchild, Emma Thornton, in Des Moines, IA!  

2022 DGMG Officers & Chairmen 

 

President::  Joe Walkowich 

Vice President: Pete Modreski 

Secretary:  OPEN  PRO-TEM: Marj Becker 

Treasurer: Deb Baldwin:  

Treasurer Ass’t:s Joe Walkowich, Beth Simmons 

Hospitality: EVERYONE! 

Ways & Means:  

Dave Sanchez, Gideon Breithaupt, Sandra Lucero 

Membership: Joe Walkowich  Ass’t:  

Claims Manager: Fred Ceconi  

Editor: Beth Simmons: Ass’t: Marj Becker  

Historian/Librarian: Kathy Honda 

Webmaster: Bob Johnson; Ass’t.. Joe Walkowich 

Show Chairman: Beth Simmons  

     Dealer Chairman: Linda Burns 

Field Trips: Committee 

Grab Bags: Kathy Honda, Susanne Peach 

Merchandise: Sandra Lucero 

Council Rep: Sandra Lucero;  Alt. Linda Burns 

Denver Show Rep: Kathy Honda 

Sunshine: Sandra Lucero 

Party planning: Deb Baldwin, Marj Becker 

RMFMS Rep: Kathy Honda 

Outreach: Susanne Peach; Bob Johnson  

Inventory manager: Committee 

 

An “Assistant” is the officer’s backup in case of  

illness or other reason they can’t do their job.  

Every officer needs an “Assistant”!  

Join up! Say YES when asked! 

 

Quote of the month: 

 

Guild members have  

their schist together! 
 

George Daggett 
DMGM past president 

 
 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!  

Jim and Jana McKeeman (returning) 
Marge Regel (from Colorado Springs!) 

Kat Schaeffler 
Ross Zahuranec 

We hope you enjoy our offerings!  

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:gardengal001@yahoo.com
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2022 DGMG CALENDAR OF EXCITING EVENTS 
A persistent page—watch monthly for additions! PUT THIS ON YOUR FRIDGE!!! 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 
 
Let’s get specific! At one of Pete Modreski’s recent mineral classes, Pete taught us a new way to 
measure specific gravity, using a digital gem scale (scales costs less than $20 online). We used to 
use balance scales or complicated frames but this test can be done dangling a small specimen (on 
a string or jewelry wire) in a half-filled cup of water sitting on a scale. Here are two quick YouTube 
videos to give you an idea of how it works: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4HcIs3V4ic  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pk2ZnGxGuBw&t=282s  

There are longer, more detailed explanations on the Web, but this should whet your appetite for 
checking your Apatite. 

Joe Walkowich  

(Ed. Note—the hardest working bee at the DGMG show!) 

DGMG 2022 President 

 

 

 

 
 

DGMG’s Bloomin’ Rock Garden Display for 2023 
 

After she wrote her poem about the spring “rock garden,” Marj Becker suggested we 
create a display of rocks that are either named for flowers (like “barite roses”) or  
minerals and rocks that look like flowers for our show next year. So we’ve begun to  
collect such specimens. A trip to the Spring show at the Crowne Plaza yielded metallic 
roses (copper, hematite, pyrite) and non-metallic chalcedony roses, gypsum desert  
roses, and of course, a BIG beautiful barite rose. Plus chrysanthemum stones from  
China. And some “cactus amethyst”! So we are on the lookout for any specimens that fit 
this category…. If you have any and would like to loan them to the club for inclusion in the exhibit, let us 
know.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4HcIs3V4ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pk2ZnGxGuBw&t=282s
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Pete’s Mineralogy Class 

Monday evenings, 6:00 pm, ZOOM & Live 

 
Some pictures of the April 11th class, learning to identify ROCKS. (Have to 
id minerals first!) See how the ZOOM is working on the computer in the  
center of the table? Complete with new microphone on the top of the  
computer so ZOOM viewers could hear?  
 
On left, photos from class at the church… Bob running the computer.  
 
On right photos from class at the clubhouse worknight. Deb Baldwin  
alphabetized the drawers in the mineral cabinet, Linda Burns served as 
scribe for Pete as he identified black crystalline specimens, and Beth  
Simmons showed everyone where things were stored.  Dave Sanchez, half 
in the picture, Ken Ray, Dale Peterson, Sandra Lucero and Karlene Fry 
SORTED and labeled the Dunn collection.  

 
And yes, it’s still a mess!  

Much more to do!  
Come help! 

 
 

 
 

Photos by Pete Modreski  

The Guild is now  

contributing to the  

international mineral  

community! At the April 

meeting, the members  

voted to “sponsor” a  

mineral on mindat.org.  And 

it just so happened that the 

amazonite (a Colorado  

special) page was still  

unclaimed. So someone  

arranged for our name to 

appear in the listing! The 

specimen on the left is from 

Joe Dorris’ Smoky Hawk 

claim which many members 

have visited. Maybe you 

even have a specimen from 

there! 

 
(Notice that the namer was 

August Breithaupt, who may  
be one of Gideon’s  

ancestors!) 

 
Bob Johnson has added the 

information about the  

sponsorship to our DGMG  

website and used one of  

Linda Burns’ specimens 

from the Smoky Hawk as a 

prime example. GO SEE!  

 
denvergem.org  
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DENVER GEM AND MINERAL GUILD 

April 8, 2022 

HYBRID (ZOOM/IN-PERSON) MEETING 

Board Meeting 
Six board members attended in person, plus Secretary Marj Becker who was on ZOOM. 
The meeting was called to order by President Joe Walkowich. 
 
Contribution to School of Mines 
It is suggested that we credit CMS and Council for their part in the grab bag sales.  Joe suggests a separate check for 
$637 ($640) crediting The Guild.  CMS and Council in addition to our normal contribution.  Motion made, seconded, and 
approved.  This will help keep this accounting correct. 
A motion was made and seconded to forward this issue to the general meeting.  
A decision was deferred to next meeting. 
 
mindat.org Sponsorship of Amazonite—discussion. Our current funding will meet this expenditure; ways and means 
agrees with this. 
 
Grab bags: Consensus of the Board is that we need to reduce the number of specimens from 10 to 5. in each bag 
(Council has reduced the number of specimens in their bags to eight.) 
 
Other Business: 
Martin Hannu has brought the checkbook from North Jeffco so that the dues can be made for the transferring members.  
 
New Vests will be $37 per person.  So, persons purchasing a vest will either pay $25 for prior vests (dark blue) and $37 
for new sizes (royal blue).  New vests are in the process of being purchased; negotiations are occurring.  Sandra has 
placed an order for 13 vests. 

General Meeting Agenda 
Hybrid (ZOOM/In-Person) Meeting 

The meeting was called to order by President Joe Walkowich at 7:00 PM.  Twenty-seven people attended, the meeting 
was a hybrid (in-person and on ZOOM). Six members attended the ZOOM.  Members provided introductions of them-
selves. 
Approval of Secretary’s Minutes:  Motion made, seconded, and approved to accept the minutes as printed in the T&C 
newsletter. 
Treasurer’s Report:  No report 
 
Business Subjects: 
Grab Bags - A motion was made, seconded, and approved to authorize the grab bag creators to reduce the number of 
specimens in the bags from ten to five.  Price will still be $1/bag.  We want the children to have opportunity to have their 
hands on specimens. 
For the September show, it has been decided to reduce the specimens from ten to eight.  The unsold bags are placed in 
storage. CMS assisted us with bags after we sold out at our February show. The show committee also determined to 
reduce the number of bags that each club contributes to the September Show.—400 for 2022. 
 
Contribution to School of Mines 
It is suggested that we credit CMS and Council for their part in the grab bag sales.  Joe suggests a separate check for 
$637 ($640) crediting The Guild.  CMS and Council in addition to our normal contribution.  A motion was made, second-
ed, and approved to follow through on this issue. 
 
mindat.org Sponsorship of Amazonite 
Mindat.org is a website for researching minerals.  What we have determined is that each club can sponsor a page.   
Amazonite is being suggested for a page for us to sponsor.  The fee for this sponsorship is $120.  We will be credited for 
this action. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to sponsor the Amazonite page.  Beth Simmons has assured 
that the site has been scheduled for us.  The main specimen photo for the page is from Joe Dorris ’s Smoky Hawk claim. 
 
Chair Reports - No chair reports were given. 
Presentation:  Brian Walko - Fluorescent Minerals 
The next DGMG meeting is scheduled for May 13, 2022. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm. 
Marj Becker 
Temporary Secretary 
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Emerald—May’s birthstone 
By Beth Simmons 

An ad for this huge emerald came through our 
DGMG website. 

Natural emerald-beryl specimen from north Bahia, 
Brazil, where garimpeiros, independent  
prospectors, perform most of the mining (usually 
not of gem quality but usually large crystals) in the 
Carnaíba and Socotó areas.  

Weighs TEN POUNDS, Ten inches long by four 
in diameter (so longer than your sheet of paper) 

Opaque to transparent, heavily included with 
color, strong medium dark bluish green  

Sold through an online auction by  
Stremmel Auction house in Reno, Nevada from 
January 26 through February 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The black coating on the “bottom 

side” of the crystal is probably 

“sludite”, a form of biotite schist 

which surrounds the emeralds 

(mindat.org).  

The characteristic green of emeralds comes from 

chromium. Just west of the Jacobina mountains are 

working chromite mines.  
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TREASURES FROM THE DGMG TROVE by Beth Simmons 

The Pilou Copper Mine, New Caledonia  

Whilst cleaning out the club’s treasure trove of grab bag specimens  these 
itzy bitzy specimens in a little baggie labeled “Azurite and Malachite,  
carbonate, Pilou Mine, New Caledonia” fell out of a box of calcite  
specimens. That’s a switch from the usual “Amazonite, Colorado”  or 
“Gypsum, Kansas”! So I asked –”Where is New Caledonia?” A look at 
Google Earth showed it to be an French-owned island off the east coast of 
Australia. So these little chips came a long ways to be in our clubhouse!  
The mine is in the Niahot River Valley, Poum commune, Northern Province,  
New Caledonia, France, latitude 20°19’0” S, longitude 164°16’0”E. 

The mine was worked from 1884 to 1931. The New Caledonia travel 
webpage tells that the mine was “registered on October 22, 1884 by Louis 
Equoy.” Then “practically immediately bought for 50,000 francs by John  
Higginson. After several more sales and takeovers, it was finally four pre-
dominantly-English companies that would mine the site from 1886 to 1930: 
the Société des Mines du Nord de la Nouvelle-Calédonie (the Mining  
Company of Northern New Caledonia), the International Mining Corporation 
Ltd, the Société Calédonienne des Mines (the Caledonian Mining Company) 
and the Société des Mines du Diahot (the Le Diahot Mining Company).”  

From 1886 to 1891, initial mine development was undertaken by the  
Northern Mining Company of New Caledonia, headed by Higginson and  
Pelatan, with work carried out by a convict workforce: galleries were 
 constructed, a steam-driven core drilling system was installed, capable of 
extracting copper at a depth of 200 meters from the slopes of Mount Pilou, a 
railway was laid to transport ore to the river, and furnaces were built for 
smelting and matte production. At one time in its history, the Pilou mine 
would be the only one in the territory to be entirely operated by convicts.” 

“The mine was initially worked open face until 1885, when it was redeveloped after the discovery of 
a seam of copper of good quality by Louis Pelatan, a mining engineer. Thus the open face mining 
gave way to underground working through a steam-driven core-drilling system that allowed digging 
down to 212 meters below sea level.”  

From 1895 to 1902, the mine operation was taken over by the International Copper Corporation, 
which carried out further work (two rail tracks and two additional reverberatory furnaces), but the 
cost of matte production gradually outstripped sales price and the company ceased operation. 
From 1908 to 1910, the New Caledonian Mining Company, headed by descendants of John  
Higginson, attempted to get the mine running again by creating a new smelter at Dilah but their 
efforts also proved unsuccessful. Finally, in February 1930, the Diahot Mining Company restarted 

mining operations but the slump in copper prices led to the mine be-
ing shut down for good in June 1931.  

Nowadays, on guided tours, curiosity seekers can still see the  
remains of chimneys, a vat, and walls that remain from the mine.  

So the mystery is—how did these chips of Pilou Mine ore get 
bagged as grab bag specials and find their way to the DGMG  
clubhouse? And are there any more? And guess what appeared on 
the last day of cleaning? Another Pilou Mine specimen! 

Other references: 
https://caledoscope.opt.nc/.../pilou-mine-chimney; 
mindat, org (of course) 

(Keep reading for more!) 

 

Pilou-Nemou Mine, photo by Cedrick Gineste 

Pilou-Nemou Mine, 1908, © W. Henry  
Caporn, Noumea 

The itzy-bitzy pieces of ore from the far 

away  Pilou Mine, New Caledonia 
(Macro photos by Bob Johnson) 

Red dot shows approximate 

location of Pilou Mine in 

northern New Caledonia 

Pilou  specimen #2 

 
(Macro photo by Beth  

Simmons!) 

https://www.mindat.org/loc-273207.html
https://www.mindat.org/loc-273207.html
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New Caledonia Specimen competitors! 

Other specimens from far away have appeared in our treasure trove—one is labeled 
“Calciet, pyrrhotite, pyrite, from Pribram (no punctuation), ČSSR”. It’s small, about an 
inch across and high, with sparkles of metallics on a smoky gray crystalline growth. A 
translation would read “Calcite, pyrrhotite, and  
pyrite from Příbram, Czech Republic.” 

So where is Příbram? Wikipedia tells us that Příbram is a town in the Central Bohemian 
Region of the Czech Republic (49°41′18″N 14°0′33″E) on the Litavka River and the foot-
hills of the Brdy Range, 37 miles southwest of Prague. It has about 32,000 inhabitants 
and is known for its mining history, and more recently, its new venture into economic 
restructuring. The town is the third largest in the Central Bohemian Region and is a  
natural administrative and cultural center of the south-western part of the region,  
although it tends to be largely influenced by the economy and lifestyle of Prague.  
Supposedly the last shots of WWII were fired in the area around Příbram.  

Mining of silver, iron, lead and zinc mines around Příbram was mentioned in literature as 
long ago as the 16th century and peaked during the 18th century. Five major deep 
mines were excavated in the 18th century and mining continued until the 1920s. In 1892, 
319 miners died in a fire in the Mariansky Mine. Later, from 1950-1991, communist  
prisoners mined uranite. Totally 309 valid minerals are listed from Příbram; it is the type 
locality of 11 minerals (mindat.org).  

The Mining Museum Příbram founded in 1886, the largest in the Czech Republic, has, 
since its early beginning displayed exhibits depicting mining history from modern objects 
to archeological finds from Celtic times. A major tourist attraction, it exhibits several me-
chanical models of mining.  Miners in Příbram supplemented their income by selling 
handicrafts (embroidery, woodcarving, painting etc.). Many fine example of the crafts are 
exhibited in the museum; Christmas cribs-making still lives on in the village. The Czech 
Mining University operated in the town from 1894 to 1945, when it was removed to  
Ostrava, closer to that mining region.  
 
Most notably in the 20th century, the town was near the impact site of the Příbram  
meteorite on April 7, 1959. Two days later, thanks to multiple cameras tracking it, four 
pieces of the chondrite weighing 12.63 pounds were found. At the nearby village of 
Luhy, close to Příbram; the largest piece weighed 9.76 pounds; the other three weighed 
1.70 pounds (named Velká), .94 pounds (named Hojšin), and .23 pound (named 
Drážkov). All are now on exhibit at the National Museum in Prague.  

 

 

 

 

 

Příbram 
The Mining Museum Příbram. 

by Václav Bešťák 

Příbram and Morávka  

meteorites at the 50th  

anniversary of the fall, May 20, 

2009, at the Czech  

National Museum in Prague. 

Pyrrhotite and calcite from the 

Příbram  District, Czech  

Republic, photo by Rob Lavinsky 

(mindat.org) 

The pieces of the Příbram meteorite and its 

breakup fire ball (Meteorite –times.com) 

Příbram specimen (macrophotos 

by Bob Johnson)  

Approximate 

location of 

Příbram in 

Czech Republic 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Bohemian_Region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Bohemian_Region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
https://geohack.toolforge.org/geohack.php?pagename=P%C5%99%C3%ADbram&params=49_41_18_N_14_0_33_E_type:city(32248)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_Museum_P%C5%99%C3%ADbram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archeology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_scene
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New Caledonia Specimen competitors! 

A third specimen came forth  - this one from Germany,  
according to the label, which had an typed (but misspelled) English translation on the 
back.  “Galeniet mit Dolomiet, Ramsbeck, Sauerland, Deutschland”, “Galena, 
Ransbeck, Germany.. 

Turns out that the little galena specimen probably came from the Bastenberg Mine, 
(51° 17' 52'' N , 8° 23' 50'' E)  in Ramsbeck, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany, an 
ancient lead and zinc mine, where the ore occurred in veins hosted in Devonian 
schists.  Since about 1500, of the 13.5 million tons of raw ore taken out, the mine has 
produced 43 valid minerals and 1 type, Ramsbeckite (Cu11.25Zn3.75)(SO4)4(OH)22·6H20) 
(Bijoux Minerals, mindat.org), including rich silver and antimony ores in 1972. The 
mine was worked, continually modernized, until 1974 when it was converted into a 
“show” mine. 

Now part of the Erzbergbaummuseum in Ramsbeck, for $7.00 EUR the adult visitor 
can see displays of numerous machines and a huge mineral collection, then take the 
underground tour where the original mine train takes tourists about a mile into the 
mountain and then the visitors explore the mine on foot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ramsbeckite from 

the Bastenberg 

Mine, Ramsbeck, 

Germany  

Anglesite, a rare lead 

mineral from the 

Bastenberg Mine, 

Ramsbeck, Germany 

Linarite, a rare 

lead/copper mineral 

from the Bastenberg 

Mine, Ramsbeck,  

Germany (Markus Noller, 

Mindat.org) 

Langite from 

Bastenberg 

Mine 

Macrophotos of 

itzy-bitzy galena 

from Ramsbeck, 

Germany 
(macrophotos by Bob 

Johnson) 

Keep reading for more!  



MAY 2022 T IPS  & CHIPS  PAGE 10 

And a fourth candidate emerged from the mess!  

Label reads “Burra, S. Australia, Malach. After Azurite, DBH” 

Malachite after azurite we can understand. Where is Burra, South Australia?  We  
resort to Wikipedia and, of course, to Mindat.org.  Who was DBH? Who knows? 

Burra is a farming center and historic tourist town in the mid-north of South Australia 
150 km north of Adelaide, east of the Clare Valley in the Bald Hills range, part of the 
northern Mount Lofty Ranges, on Burra Creek. In the early days of Australian  
development, the Burra copper mines supplied 89% of South Australia's and 5% of the 
world's copper for 15 years. Discovered in 1845, mining began on September 29, 
1845 at the Burra Burra, ‘Great Great’ or 'Monster Mine' (yes there are two Burras).  
Miners and townspeople migrated to Burra from   Cornwall, Wales, Scotland and  
Germany. . Until 1860 the mine was the largest metals mine in Australia. From 1845 to 
1877 the mine produced approximately 50,000 tons of copper. Most of the copper was 
sold to India as it was taking over a third of world copper supply in the mid-19th  
century. Due to the lack of smelting in South Australia, copper ore was initially shipped 
to Cornwall. The company purchased a Cornish beam engine (go to the Western  
Mining Museum to see one!) which was the first in Australia when erected in 1848. In 
1868 a decision made to open cut the mine. Mining ceased underground, having 
reached 183 meters (600 ft).  Open-cut operations started in 1870 although, over the 
remaining life of the mine, the small underground operations had extracted more ore 
than the expensive open cut. Employment at the mine peaked at 1,208 in 1859 and 
declined continuously until the mine's closure in 1877. In November 1877 most of the 
remaining disposable equipment and stores were sold and mining ceased. The mine 
area sold in 1902. The mine was reopened as a modern open pit in 1971, operating for 
ten years during which 24,000 tons of copper were extracted from 1.89 million tons of 
ore that graded 1.71% copper. Field mapping and analyzes of the samples taken in 
1981 showed that the primary ore was chalcopyrite which was still present at the  
bottom of the open pit. Supergene enrichment produced malachite, azurite,  
chrysocolla, and cuprite, with less native copper and libethenite which developed as 
fracture fills and veins.  

The mine produced 46 valid minerals over all. Gem-quality botryoidal malachite made 
the mine world-renowned during the early mining. Our little specimen has some nice 
sprays of malachite.  The South Australian Heritage Trust now controls the site and 
prohibits all collecting, so our little sample has to predate 1981! The town continues as 
a center for  surrounding farming communities and, being one of the best-preserved 
towns of the Victorian era in Australia, as a historic tourist center. 

So which is furthest from the DGMG clubhouse—New Caledonia, Ramsbeck  
Germany, the Czech Republic, or Burra, South Australia? Measuring on Google Earth 
- going west to New Caledonia—7,095 miles; going east to Czech Republic— 5, 240 
miles; to Ramsbeck, Germany— 5,015 miles. From Burra, South Australia to Denver 
is 8,943 miles! So the Australian malachite sample came the furthest! All warrant 
some research into how they came to land in Denver, and how they became included 

as DGMG grab bag samples!  

We can never tell what we will learn in the DGMG clubhouse!  

Boytroidal malachite from 

the Burra Burra Copper 

Mine, David Cowen specimen 

and photo (mindat.org) 

Boytroidal malachite 

from the Burra Bur-

ra Copper Mine,  
Mark Willoughby speci-

men and photo 
(mindat.org) 

Location of Burra,  

South Australia 

The itzy-bitzy malachite speci-

men from the Burra Mine, South 

Australia  
(Macrophoto by Bob Johnson) 

Recent photos of the Burra Burra 

Mine from the Internet 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clare_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Lofty_Ranges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burra_Creek_(South_Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copper_Mine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smelting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beam_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_cut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_era


MAY 2022 T IPS  & CHIPS  PAGE 11 

My Mother, Myself 

Submitted by Marj Becker 

 

Several years ago, my #3 daughter wrote this po-
em to me.   

And, so, I’ve decided to use it here in honor of all 
mothers  

(past, present, and future).  Enjoy this month  

and this celebration of motherhood! 

 

My Mother, Myself 

 

I look at myself in the mirror 

 and see fragments of my mother. 

Didn’t mean for it to turn out 

 this way, but there she is, 

 staring back at me. 

And I think to myself, how pleased I am that 

 I have grown to be like the woman I 

 have admired in my youth. 

I still admire her today - my mom.  My love 

 cannot be measured in words, but only by 

 the number of times I call her in one day!  

I thank her for guiding me and letting me see 

 how beautiful my life is. 

This child is peaceful, and there is great 

 hope in my life. 

 

  Jill Renee (Becker) Williams 
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Web Corner – Web and Computer Resources for Rockhounds 

The Internet Archive – Part 2 – by Bob Johnson 

Last month we talked about the Internet Archive WayBackMachine which maintains a historical  
record of internet webpages. But there is MUCH more to the Internet Archive.  

The Archive was founded in 1996 by Brewster Kahle, a computer engineer and Internet  
entrepreneur. The Archive is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit with a mission of “universal access to all 
knowledge”. In addition to webpages, it provides free public access to other digitized materials in-
cluding software applications and games, music, movies, videos, maps, microfilm, classic TV com-
mercials, magazines, images, millions of books ( including over 850 books from the library of the 
Gemological Institute of America), a collection of over 1.5 million old user manuals for everything 
from rock saws to hay balers and turn tables, and a seeming endless list of obscure collections.  

To gain full access to all of its materials one simply needs to create a free account at https://
archive.org/account/signup  

Just a few items of particular interest to rockhounds and mineralogists would include:  

Dana’s Manual of Mineralogy, Eighteenth Edition – a classic college text for mineralogy students: 
https://archive.org/details/danasmanualofmin00dana/mode/2up  

Dana's New Mineralogy : the system of mineralogy of James Dwight Dana and Edward Salisbury 
Dana, Eighth Edition Copyright 1997 
https://archive.org/details/danasnewmineralo0000dana/mode/2up  

Minerals of Colorado A 100-Year Record by Edwin B. Eckel USGS Bulletin 1114, 1961 
https://archive.org/details/mineralsofcolora00ecke/mode/2up  

Gem Trails of Colorado by James R. Mitchell, 1992 
https://archive.org/details/gemtrailsofcolor0000mitc/mode/2up  

The Collector’s Book of Fluorescent Minerals by Manuel Robbins, 1983 

https://archive.org/details/collectorsbookof0000robb/mode/2up  

Rocks, Crystals, Minerals Complete Guide edited by Rosie Hankin, 1998 https://archive.org/
details/rockscrystalsmin0000unse/mode/2up  

The Encyclopedia of Crystals by Judy Hall, 2006  https://archive.org/details/
encyclopediaofcr00judy/mode/2up  

Jewelry Making and Beading for Dummies, 2005 
https://archive.org/details/isbn_9780764525711/mode/2up  

The GIA Collection - https://archive.org/details/gialibrary?&sort=-week&page=3  

USGS Maps of Colorado: https://archive.org/details/usgs_co?&sort=-week&page=1  

To learn more about the Internet Archive check out: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Archive 

To visit and explore it for yourself simply visit https://archive.org/  

https://archive.org/account/signup
https://archive.org/account/signup
https://archive.org/details/danasmanualofmin00dana/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/danasnewmineralo0000dana/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/mineralsofcolora00ecke/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/gemtrailsofcolor0000mitc/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/collectorsbookof0000robb/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/rockscrystalsmin0000unse/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/rockscrystalsmin0000unse/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/encyclopediaofcr00judy/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/encyclopediaofcr00judy/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/isbn_9780764525711/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/gialibrary?&sort=-week&page=3
https://archive.org/details/usgs_co?&sort=-week&page=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Archive
https://archive.org/
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Web and Computer Resources for Rockhounds by Bob Johnson  

Call me if you have trouble getting logged in—720-514-0266   

DGMG on Facebook – by Bob Johnson 

The DGMG has two Facebook pages.  The first is a “private” group that was first established by former 
DGMG President Brenda Smith, who has since moved to Florida - but she still checks in on us regularly. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/712900222148230/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This group is for members and “prospective members” of the DGMG. Only those who have  
requested to join, and have been approved by the group moderator (me) can see the content of the page or 
make posts there.  In accepting members of that Group, I look for existing membership in the DGMG, or 
friends of members, or “prospective members” who obviously have an interest in rocks and live in the area.  I 
specifically exclude mineral dealers from other countries who are unlikely to ever be active participants in our 
club and are only looking for places to advertise. The group rules (which they must agree to when they apply 
to join) state that only dues paid members of the DGMG (and our Show dealers) are allowed to post things 
for sale in our Facebook group.  One 
local dealer has recently had their ads 
removed from the page because they 
did not meet either of those require-
ments. Our Facebook group has been 
growing and now has over 220 mem-
bers. 

I advertise our club meetings there and 
hopefully someday we will see visitors/
new members to our club from that 
group. 

 

 

(con’t. next page) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/712900222148230/
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Web and Computer Resources for Rockhounds by Bob Johnson  

Call me if you have trouble getting logged in—720-514-0266   

The second (public) group is specifically to advertise our show - but I also advertise our meetings there. 
https://www.facebook.com/DGMG.Gem.Show/  

This page had a “reach” of over 2500 viewers in the month of February 2022.You are encouraged to visit and 
participate in these DGMG FB groups regularly! 

 

NOTE! – Because the Private group is “Private” 
you can not share posts from that group to your 
own FB page, but you CAN share posts from the 
Show FB page – and most of (my) posts are 
on both pages.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Web Corner addendum 

On a totally unrelated but very important topic – with the war in Ukraine, there is a concern of increased 
cyber-attacks worldwide.  See: https://www.cnbc.com/2022/02/25/will-the-russia-ukraine-crisis-lead-to-a-
global-cyber-war.html and https://www.govtech.com/blogs/lohrmann-on-cybersecurity/will-the-ukraine-conflict-
lead-to-more-global-cyber-attacks.  

Now would be a good time to check your computer’s security.  Re- read the Web Corner from the September, 
2020 Tips and Chips.  https://13220728-3f49-4056-5901-
c454033c3b54.filesusr.com/ugd/bad138_c41d0efab0504694b45336870ef7d67f.pdf  

And, according to a recent notification from AVG.com, there is a rising threat of Emotet in the US.  

Emotet spreads primarily as an email scam, using a method called thread hijacking where it replies to  
stolen email thread conversations and includes malware attachments. Emotet aims to extort money from 
its victims, steal credentials, or sell access to your computer to other cybercriminals.  In the US, you are 
20% more likely to become a victim of an Emotet attack compared to the rest of the world. It uses infected 
attachments, usually word or Excel documents. Once opened, these infected attachments install Emotet 
malware on your device which then infiltrates your email conversations with messages to all of your 
friends, containing malware.  See: https://blog.avast.com/why-emotet-remains-an-active-threat-avast  

 

https://www.facebook.com/DGMG.Gem.Show/
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/02/25/will-the-russia-ukraine-crisis-lead-to-a-global-cyber-war.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/02/25/will-the-russia-ukraine-crisis-lead-to-a-global-cyber-war.html
https://www.govtech.com/blogs/lohrmann-on-cybersecurity/will-the-ukraine-conflict-lead-to-more-global-cyber-attacks
https://www.govtech.com/blogs/lohrmann-on-cybersecurity/will-the-ukraine-conflict-lead-to-more-global-cyber-attacks
https://13220728-3f49-4056-5901-c454033c3b54.filesusr.com/ugd/bad138_c41d0efab0504694b45336870ef7d67f.pdf
https://13220728-3f49-4056-5901-c454033c3b54.filesusr.com/ugd/bad138_c41d0efab0504694b45336870ef7d67f.pdf
https://blog.avast.com/why-emotet-remains-an-active-threat-avast
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Web Corner – Web and Computer Resources for Rockhounds –repeat for all our new 
members! 

The New DGMG Website – by DGMG Webmaster Bob Johnson 

The 10-year-old DGMG website is back to its old address: DENVERGEM.org but the address  
denvergem.co.education will redirect you there.  

Many additional pages will be added to the site in the coming months. 

A powerpoint about the rock chimney and pillars at Addenbrooke Park has been posted to the new 
Members Only page for "Special Programs."  https://denvergem.org/special-programs/ 
 
Here are the procedures for logging into the new Members Only area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the top menu, click on Login.  
Enter your email address as your username.  
Be sure to use the same email address that is listed in the club roster – the email address used to 
send you the Tips & Chips.  
If you have forgotten your password, or if this is your first time logging into the new site, click on 
“Forgot password” and the system, after asking for your email address again, will automatically 
send you an email with a link to create your new password.   
Please keep our members area secure for everyone by using a strong password.   
See these recommendations: https://blog.avast.com/strong-password-ideas.  
The system will suggest a password.  You can use that one, or enter your own.  

The Members Only area currently contains the most recent members directory in both excel and 
PDF format, and the DGMG photo albums.  There are nearly 200 different albums which contain 
pictures that go all the way back to 1964 – our founding year.   

Clicking on an album name will open that album in Google Photos. The initial album view will show 
all the pictures in the album (you may need to scroll down to see them all).  Clicking on any picture 

will open a larger view of that one picture and from that view you can scroll left or right to see the 

individual pictures. To save any picture to your computer, just right click on it and select “save im-

age as”.  From the Album view, you can click on the 3 dots (in the top menu) to download the whole 

album. 

Con’t next page 

https://denvergem.org/special-programs/
https://blog.avast.com/strong-password-ideas
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Web Corner – Web and Computer Resources for Rockhounds (con’t.) 

At the bottom of the 
screen, you will see a 

button that says “Say some-
thing” Click on that button to 
leave a comment (about the 
whole album - from the album 
view or about an individual 
picture - from the picture 
view).  You are encouraged to 
leave your comments and 
share your stories about 
these pictures! 

The menu at the top of the 

picture view gives you  

additional options.  The  
circled “i” will display  

additional information about 

that image, and the 3 dots will 

allow you to order prints, 

download, or view the  

pictures as a slideshow.   

For more, see The Ultimate Guide to Google Photos -https://techpp.com/2015/12/23/google-

photos-guide/ 

If you have additional pictures that you would like to add to 
our collection please contact the webmaster! 

Below the Photo Albums are the Videos.  Listed there are over 
100 videos produced by DGMG Historian Marjorie Payne.  
They are selectable by categories (All, Fieldtrips, Programs, 
etc.) Note you will need to hit the “Load More” button at the  
bottom to be sure that all the videos of any category are  
actually displayed. 

If you have questions, comments, suggestions or any problems 
logging in to the new site, please contact me, the DGMG web-

master. (The most capable computer guy on the planet –ed.!) 

 

Contact details are at the bottom of the site. 

 

  

https://techpp.com/2015/12/23/google-photos-guide/
https://techpp.com/2015/12/23/google-photos-guide/
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IT’S TIME TO PAY UP! New members from JeffCO, please make sure you 

sign and send in the liability waiver! 

2022 
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DENVER GEM AND MINERAL GUILD 

RELEASE OF LIABILITY 

By signing below, I acknowledge that all activities sponsored or conducted by the Denver Gem and Min-
eral Guild (DGMG), a non-profit organization, may be hazardous and may result in loss, damage, or 

death. 

With full knowledge of these dangers, and in consideration for my acceptance as a member of the DGMG 

and participant in any and all field trips and activities sponsored by the DGMG, and the services and 
amenities to be provided by the DGMG in connection therewith, I confirm that I have read the foregoing 

and voluntarily assume all risks of such damages and hazards occurring in connection with the activity. I 

hereby agree for myself, all of my family, and heirs to RELEASE the DGMG and any of its trip leaders, 

club officers, club members, hosting property owners and claim owners, instructors, guides, or represent-
atives from liability, claims, demands, or any causes of action.  

I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS A LEGAL DOCUMENT AND BY SIGNING IT, I AM GIVING UP MY 

RIGHT TO SUE OR OTHERWISE MAKE ANY CLAIM against DGMG or any of its trip leaders, club of-

ficers, club members, hosting land owners and claim owners, instructors, guides, or representatives 
which may arise during my participation in any and all activities of the DGMG or activities I conduct as 

an individual on DGMG owned or leased properties.  

I intend this RELEASE OF LIABILITY to be effective whether or not any loss, damage, injury, or death 

RESULTS FROM NEGLIGENCE of the DGMG or any of its trip leaders, club officers, club members, 

hosting land owners, and claim owners, instructors, guides or representatives. I understand that  
negligence means failure to do an act which a reasonably careful person would do, or the doing of an act 

which a reasonably careful person would not do, under the same or similar circumstances to protect  

himself, herself, or others from injury or death.  

I agree to be solely responsible for my own safety and to take every precaution to provide for my own 
safety and well being while participating in the activities of the DGMG. Also, I understand that on 

DGMG trips, there may not be rescue or medical facilities or expertise, which may be necessary to deal 

with potential injuries to which I may be exposed. I understand that these risks exist and notwithstand-

ing them, I wish to participate in DGMG activities.  

I HAVE READ THIS RELEASE AGREEMENT AND HAVE FULLY INFORMED MYSELF OF ITS CONTENTS BE-

FORE I HAVE SIGNED IT. ALSO, I PLEDGE TO UPHOLD THE CODE OF ETHICS ATTACHED TO THIS RELEASE. 

  

Printed Name (Please print legibly):_______________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: _________ 

  

IF UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE, PARENT OR GUARDIAN MUST READ AND SIGN BELOW 

I am the legal guardian of the above minor and have read the above RELEASE. I hereby consent to the terms of the RE-

LEASE on behalf of the named minor, and give my consent to the participation of the above named minor in all activities 

of the DGMG on the terms stated. 

Signature: __________________________________________________ 

Date:__________ 


