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MARCH ZOOM MEETING  
Friday March 12 

Time: Mar 12, 2021 07:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81550870309?

pwd=R05WMW9WdUhlWi93aFlNNWdpb1Vmdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 815 5087 0309 
Passcode: 779143 

 
One tap mobile 

+16699006833,,81550870309#,,,,*779143# US (San Jose) 
+12532158782,,81550870309#,,,,*779143# US (Tacoma) 

 
PETE will have a special online mineral quiz game for us to play! 

See page 4 FOR PROGRAM INFO 

 

Meeting starts at 6:30 Practice time and social time 

 

7:00 Meeting begins—BE ON TIME!  

IT’S AT YOUR HOUSE, AFTERALL! 

   You are encouraged to login at 6:30 to make sure everything is working 
AND so you can watch another 3D video (bring your 3D glasses).   

At 6:45 we will have greetings/chat; the meeting will officially start at 7:00. 

If you have any trouble logging in, please call Bob Johnson (before 7 p.m.) 

Reminder will be sent out the day before and maybe even the meeting day!  
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58 years of DGMG Kudos, Celebrations, & Events 

THE DENVER GEM AND MINERAL GUILD—58 Years old! 

Founded in 1964, the Denver Gem and Mineral Guild pursues exploration, experimentation, and education  in  the earth sciences; 
the discovery, development and preservation of minerals and mineral deposits; and the advancement, encouragement and utiliza-
tion of the principles of art and craftsmanship as applied to gems and minerals.  

The Guild meets on the second Friday of the month at 7:30 pm at Berthoud Hall on CSM Campus, except for June, July, August, 
and December. Picnics, field trips, and parties replace regular meetings those  months. 

Deadline for article submission for the Tips & Chips is the 20th of each month.  Email photos and articles to editor Beth Simmons at 
cloverknoll@comcast.net or mineralguild@gmail.com. Exchange with other newsletters is invited, and reprinting of material 
from this newsletter with proper attribution is encouraged.  

March Birthdays:  
Bruce Brannon 
Wendy Carley 
Misha Luchtenburg 
James O’Malley 
John Rady 
Keith Sheel  
 
 
 
 

March Sunshine Spotlight 

CONTACT SANDRA LUCERO 303-726-3829  
gardengal001(@)yahoo.com  

TO  
INFORM HER OF SUNSHINE REQUESTS 

 

 

 

 

Good luck to Sandy Walden who had knee surgery.  

Good luck to Jim Cronoble who began radiation  
treatments for cancer this month.  

Get well fast to Lenny Wildrick, one of our members 
in Tucson (Karen Wenrich’s husband), who had a 

shoulder replaced mid-February. 

Sympathies to the Simonds family; Jim Simonds, 
long-time member of DGMG, died Feb. 15.  

And thanks that Karlene Fry tested negative for 
COVID after being exposed!  

2021 DGMG Officers & Chairmen 

 

President::  Linda Burns 

Vice President: Pete Modreski 

Secretary:  OPEN  PRO-TEM: Marj Becker 

Treasurer: Deb Baldwin:  

Treasurer Ass’t: Beth Simmons 

Hospitality: OPEN 

Ways & Means:  

Dave Sanchez, Gideon Breithaupt, Sandra Lucero 

Membership: Joe Walkowich  Ass’t:  

Claims Manager: Fred Ceconi  

Editor: Beth Simmons: Ass’t: Marj Becker  

Historian/Librarian: Kathy Honda 

Webmaster: Bob Johnson; Ass’t.. Joe Walkowich 

Show Chairman: Beth Simmons  

     Dealer Chairman: Linda Burns 

Field Trips: Committee 

Grab Bags: Joe Walkowich, Joe Payne, Kathy Honda 

Merchandiser: Sandra Lucero 

Council Rep: Kathy Honda: Alt. Linda Burns 

Denver Show Rep: Kathy Honda 

Sunshine: Sandra Lucero 
Party planning: Deb Baldwin, Marj Becker 

RMFMS Rep: Kathy Honda 

Outreach: Susanne Peach; Bob Johnson  

Inventory manager: Linda Burns 

 

An “Assistant” is the officer’s backup in case of  

illness or other reason they can’t do their job.  

Every officer needs an “Assistant”!  

Join up! Say YES when asked! 

 

Quote of the month: 

 

“We have two ears and one 

mouth so that we can listen 

twice as much as we speak”  
 

Epictetus 
 

mailto:gardengal001@yahoo.com
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2021 DGMG CALENDAR OF EXCITING EVENTS 
A persistent page—watch monthly for additions! PUT THIS ON YOUR FRIDGE!!! 

CONTINUING DGMG ENTICEMENT! MAR. 12: 6:30 PM PROGRAM NOTES 

 
For the March meeting, I (Pete) am going to conduct a mineral quiz for everyone.  I'll be showing some pic-
tures of minerals--and probably some actual specimens too, and mostly accompanied by some hints about 
them, for people to guess there identifications. 
 
I won't make (most of the minerals) too hard, and I'll be sure to make it fun!  And it will be "multiple choice"! 
(That will make it easier.)  And it will be educational, too! 
 
For those who can log in to it, I am going to try running the quiz on a game/quiz program called "Kahoot"--
perhaps some of you have used this?  In order to use the Kahoot app, you will need two devices to access 
the internet; one (a desktop computer or laptop) to view our Zoom meeting where I will show the pictures of 
the minerals, and a second one (a smart phone, or laptop) on which you will open the Kahoot app and select 
your choices of the multiple-choice-answers to the mineral quiz. The Kahoot program will keep track of 
scores and show who is ahead, after each mineral in the quiz. 
 
Don't be afraid, give it a try!  If you don't have a second device to open "Kahoot", you can just write down 
your answers with pencil & paper, and we'll let you "on your honor" score your results at the end of the 
quiz.  No problem!  
 
To use "Kahoot", first go to kahoot.com and download the app.  I'll be sending everyone, or telling everyone 
via the Zoom meeting, a link to open our game. 
 
I am new at this myself (I have played "Kahoot" several times in the past, but this will be the first time I'll be 
hosting a game myself).  But I'll try some practice sessions first, probably with Beth and maybe others! 
 
We'll have fun.  And learn some things about minerals! 
 
Pete Modreski 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 
 
Winter is still upon us but spring will be 
here soon.  

Have you taken some of that free time 
that Covid has made us take to clean up 
your equipment?  

Checked to see what you may need to get 
or replace? There is still a little time to 
work on this task so you are ready to get digging when winter lets up. Also, you could 
take some time to check on sites you want to access to make sure you are not  
intruding on someone’s claim even if it is unintentional.  

Linda Burns,  

DGMG 2021 President 
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2021 DGMG CALENDAR OF EXCITING EVENTS 
A persistent page—watch monthly for additions! PUT THIS ON YOUR FRIDGE!!! 

 

DENVER SHOW NEWS 

The 2021 Denver Show at the MART has been  
CANCELLED!  

WHY? NOT COVID-19! 

Because the owners of the Denver Mart have been  
foreclosed on and property will be sold.  
(Something we have been predicting).  

COUNCIL AND SHOW COMMITTEE members don’t think 
there is enough time to find another venue (not that there are any!). 

But, they are examining options available, including going in with the 
dealer shows at either the coliseum/stock show complex or the  

convention center downtown.  
The results of the survey will come your way soon. 

 

Jim Simonds, long time DGMG member, died Feb. 15, 2021  

Jim and his wife, Sue,  were active members in the club in the 1990s and 2000s. Sue created 
jewelry and had a dealer booth at one of the DGMG shows at the fairgrounds in the teens. In 
memory, here are photos of them along with other DGMG members. 

 

  

Many thanks to Marjie Payne who took 

the photos and then organized them all. 

Now Bob Johnson has them posted on 

the DGMG website!  

X 
Amber Brenzikofer, Ron Snelling, George Daggett and Linda Burns the day they  

retrieved the DGMS signs from the Mart, 2/16/2021 
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DENVER GEM AND MINERAL GUILD 

MINUTES, February 12, 2021 

Zoom 

Attendance:  If the secretary's count is accurate, nineteen 
people attended. 

Call to Order at 7:07 p.m. by President Linda Burns 

Minutes:  Marj Becker 

Approved as written and published. 

Treasurer's Report:  Debbie Baldwin 

The 2020 Silent Auction =  $1,100 (gross)  minus $120 (pay to club members) = $980 (net) 

February 2021 

checking = $14,188.78 

regular savings = $5,990.42 

time deposit = $4,093.21 

Report of auction dollars. 

George received an e-mail from Beckett Publishing.  They have an on-line show.  He 
is getting the information about that and will presenting the information in the future. 

Denver Show:  The Mart is no longer available for us to have a Denver Show (do not 
confuse this with the DGMG show).  Attempts are being made to hold a show for 2021, 
as well as for 2022.  However, we presently do not know if COVID is going to allow the 
Denver Show to be held anywhere or even if a venue can be found..  The current  
venue is being torn down.  There are many rumors afoot regarding these possibilities.  
There is a great deal that needs to be discussed and decided.  A poll for concerned 
people to take is being constructed and will be forthcoming.  It will be similar to the 
blast was sent to DGMG members to see if there was enough interest and enough  
volunteers to hold a show.   

Dr. Pete Modreski:   Russian Gems (program by Peter Lyckberg)  He gave this 
presentation previously in Luxembourg.  Pete gave a short review of his biography.  
He, then, shared a video of the presentation. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm. 

Marj Becker 

Acting Secretary 
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DENVER GEM AND MINERAL GUILD, MINUTES, FEBRUARY 12, 2021, con’t. 

Addendum:  Letter to the Membership from Dale Gann and Linda Burns 

Subject: Future of the Denver Gem and Mineral Show  

Dear Show Committee and Council:  

First, I need to apologize for not being as clear as I might have been about the future of our show for 2021 and beyond. 
I have been reminded that we decided in our meeting on Wednesday that we would allow a week or two for the dust to 
settle, to explore our options, and to try to solicit feedback from the club memberships.    

I did and do sort of think that we are going to wind up canceling for 2021, but the show committee agreed to wait until 
the end of the month, at which point, we would further discuss our options and take a vote. We were specifically not  
going to go to the press or our clubs with the final decision until after that meeting. On Thursday, I sent out an email that 
I now realize did not express the very real uncertainty, rather I effectively, inadvertently, and erroneously implied that a 
decision had been made. It has not. We are exploring our options and are trying to gather feedback from our  
memberships.  It is the desire of the Council to continue having an annual show.    

Bruce Geller and Amber are putting together a  questionnaire for our clubs (Bruce and Amber, please run that past the 
show committee prior to sending it), and many of us are all looking at alternative venues. Things really are still up in the 
air, which is understandable as we only got word from the mart on Saturday.  

Our show is an institution and the impact of canceling it will ripple through our clubs as well as the local, national, and 
international collecting communities. It is not a decision that should be taken lightly and certainly not one that can be 
made by any individual. I am writing to ask that we take a step back and proceed with our discussions with other  
venues, show promotors, and our memberships. I would like to move forward with our directive from our Wednesday 
meeting and make a final decision about the show at our regular March 3 meeting.  

Regards,  

Denver Council President Dale Gann  

Also my statement that the Denver Gem and Mineral Show is cancelled is not true. It is true we will not have a show at the 
Denver Mart. So we will continue to gather information and consider our options in march.   

DGMG President and DGMS Show Chairman Linda Burns  

A “Bagette!” -  A HOME-GROWN TOPAZ  

by DGMG members, Ron Snelling, Linda Burns and Linda’s sister, Joan Kinsley  

This beautiful stone came from one of the bags of “salted gravel” from Joe Dorris’ Topaz Mountain Gem 
Mine along Tarry-All Creek. Linda  gave the bag of gravel to Joan in Las Animas for her grandchildren to sift 

through when they came for a visit. When they were done digging, Joan threw the gravel out behind the  
garage. She went out one day and noticed this stone shining in the sun. Weighed 29 carats! Crystal clear. 
She called Linda to find out if it was cuttable, and of course, being Colorado topaz, it was. So Linda asked 

Ron to cut the stone the best he could and 
he pulled out this spectacular 4.2 carat 

square.  

And then had it set by Gemfire Jewelry  
in Arvada.  

NICE WORK, GANG!  
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Muddlin' Through 

A Haibun 

by 

Marj Becker 

 

What have you been doing this year?  Muddlin' Through?  Muddlin' Through what?  Dictionaries have a defi-
nition for "muddling through."  It means to cope in a more or less satisfactory way - despite the lack of any 
expertise or planning or equipment.  So, here we are in the middle of this pandemic with no expertise or plan-
ning or equipment.  Yep, I think it could be said that we're muddlin' through.  Muddlin' through getting break-
fast with no eggs because we haven't been able to get the market.  Muddlin' through because we used the 
last of our clothes washing soap - again, couldn't get to the market.  And, even when we did, there was no 
tissue for our nose or "the other place."  Who is helping you muddle through?  Where does your strength 
come from for this exercise? 

 

Muddle through it, now 

Get help for muddlin' through it 

Cry, if you need to 

 

Cry for those lost to the virus.  Cry when you can't touch your children and grands.  Cry because the grocery 
store shelves are empty.  Cry because this is not a third-world country where stories of famine used to come 
from.  Cry because the workers must stay at home and children must stay at home.  Cry for the empty facto-
ries.  The empty schools.  The empty restaurants.  The empty buses.  And airplanes.  The empty meeting 
rooms.  And, playgrounds and parks.  The empty bank accounts.  Cry because you are lonely and don't want 
to be. 

 

Tired from long days 

Cry for health care workers 

Cry for morticians 

 

What is your ambition for muddlin' through this experience?  What expertise do you not have that you need?  
Okay, so you don't have "the expertise" to do something.  Get it!  Where will you put your efforts?   What do 
you do to help?  Can you write a card to someone else who is lonely?  Can you make a friendly telephone 
call?  Can you sew?  Did you make masks for your local children's hospital?  Can you drive a car and help 
someone get to an appointment?  Wear that mask.  Wash your hands.  Make yourself useful to your family.  
Your neighbors.  Your community.  Your town.  Your nation.  Your world!  We need to keep this world intact!  
Can you - did you - pray to keep this world intact? 

 

Please put on a mask. 

Be of service to our world. 

Help someone in need. 

 



MARCH 2021  TIPS  & CHIPS PAGE 8 

Web Corner – Web and Computer Resources for Rockhounds 

ZOOM to Silver Linings & Hidden Gems – by  DGMG Webmaster Bob Johnson 

As sucky as the 2020/2021 Covid Pandemic has been, there HAVE been some hidden blessings. 
You only need to know where to look.  Just ask Jeff Bezos, the Amazon CEO who just became the 
world’s first $200 Billion man, or the stock holders in Clorox (sales surged 22%) or Zoom which  
became a household name virtually overnight. 

Zoom has been adopted by many of the mineral clubs throughout the U.S. which has given us an 
unprecedented once in a lifetime opportunity to drop in on some fascinating programs that we 
would never have been able to travel to in person. I suspect this will all come to an end in just a few 
short months so, don’t miss out now! 

Most mineral clubs announce their programs online and most specifically state on their websites that 
visitors are welcome. To find them you merely need to go to each Region’s website and scan 
through the list of their club’s websites.  

CFMS – California Federation of Mineralogical Societies https://cfmsinc.org/cfms-member-club-
list/ 

EFMLS – The Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies https://efmls.org/
societies/ 

MFMGS – Midwest Federation of Mineralogical & Geological Societies 
http://www.amfed.org/mwf/states/states.html 

NFMS – Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://northwestfederation.org/Clubs.asp 

RMFMS – Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
http://rmfms.org/index.php?page=club-lists 

SCFMS – South Central Federation of Mineral Societies 
http://www.scfms.net/member_clubs1.htm 

SFMS – Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies http://www.amfed.org/sfms/ 

Here is just a tiny sampling of some upcoming programs from clubs around the U.S. 

March 9 (Tuesday) – Agates and Dinosaur Bone – Bristol Gem & Mineral Club – contact  
bristolgem@hotmail.com?Subject=Bristol%20Gem%20Club 

March 8 (Monday) – Dr. Jeffrey Post, the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History,  
Gems and Minerals Curator-in-Charge– Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery 
County MD – contact info@glmsmc.com 

March 10 (Wednesday) – Rock'n 'Round Iceland– New York Mineralogical Club – contact  
info@newyorkmineralogicalclub.org 

March 11 (Thursday) – Gold: A journey from the Big Bang to the forest of the Amazon–  
Mineralogical Society of Arizona – register here -  https://www.msaaz.org/event-4187132 

March 13 (Saturday) – How Ancient Iron-Rich Rocks Tell the Story of Past Oceans– New York 
Mineralogical Club – link https://minnesotamineralclub.org/event/how-ancient-iron-rich-rocks-tell-the-
story-of-past-oceans/ 

March 24 (Wednesday) – Twenty years of Lapidary Tips – Ventura Gem & Mineral Society – 
Zoom link in March Newsletter http://vgms.org/newsletter/ 

            Con’t. next page 

https://cfmsinc.org/cfms-member-club-list/
https://cfmsinc.org/cfms-member-club-list/
https://efmls.org/societies/
https://efmls.org/societies/
http://www.amfed.org/mwf/states/states.html
http://northwestfederation.org/Clubs.asp
http://rmfms.org/index.php?page=club-lists
http://www.scfms.net/member_clubs1.htm
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/
file:///C:/Users/Beth/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_Web%20Corner%20(3).zip/bristolgem@hotmail.com?Subject=Bristol%20Gem%20Club
mailto:info@glmsmc.com
mailto:info@newyorkmineralogicalclub.org
https://www.msaaz.org/event-4187132
https://minnesotamineralclub.org/event/how-ancient-iron-rich-rocks-tell-the-story-of-past-oceans/
https://minnesotamineralclub.org/event/how-ancient-iron-rich-rocks-tell-the-story-of-past-oceans/
http://vgms.org/newsletter/
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Con’t….  

 

 

April 8 (Thursday) – Causes of Color in Diamonds – Conejo Gem and Mineral Club – contact 
conejogemandmineral@gmail.com 

April 12 (Monday) – The Day the Dinosaurs Died– Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of  
Montgomery County MD – contact info@glmsmc.com 

June 10 (Thursday) – Geology of California National Parks – Conejo Gem and Mineral Club – 
contact conejogemandmineral@gmail.com 

And here is one that you missed – but you can catch the recording: 

The History of the Blanchard Mine – November 12, 2020 – The Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society - 
https://youtu.be/eoCU-yASPn8 

Not all clubs post the Zoom link on their websites/newsletters. They may be afraid of being Zoom 
Bombed - https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/how-to-prevent-zoom-bombing  
https://www.vice.com/en/article/m7je5y/zoom-bombers-private-calls-disturbing-content   

If that’s the case, you may need to contact the webmaster and request the link. Just be sure to  
contact them well before the meeting so that they will have plenty of time to respond.  

Finally, if you do not feel that you have mastered Zoom yet here are a few YouTube videos to give 
you the basics on using the software.  

 And here are a few on advanced tips and tricks 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=zoom+advanced+tips+and+tricks+  

Here are a few pointers on how to look your best on zoom 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=how+to+look+your+best+on+zoom  

And finally, how to sound your best on zoom 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=how+to+sound+your+best+on+zoom 

YES! We all look forward to the day when we can get out of the house again to have live meetings, 
rock shows, hugs, shared refreshments (and to work off those Covid pounds). But until then don’t 
miss out of some silver linings and hidden gems. 

Also, in case you missed February’s edition, the instructions for the DGMG new webpage  
member login are repeated this month on pages 17-18. Perhaps you should print them out!  

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Beth/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_Web%20Corner%20(3).zip/conejogemandmineral@gmail.com
mailto:info@glmsmc.com
file:///C:/Users/Beth/AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_Web%20Corner%20(3).zip/conejogemandmineral@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/eoCU-yASPn8
https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/how-to-prevent-zoom-bombing
https://www.vice.com/en/article/m7je5y/zoom-bombers-private-calls-disturbing-content
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=zoom+advanced+tips+and+tricks+%20
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=how+to+look+your+best+on+zoom
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=how+to+sound+your+best+on+zoom
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SCOTCH PEBBLES at U. Nebraska by Beth Simmons   

Wanna see some great agates (photos)? Go to our DGMG website and click on the U. Nebraska Museum 
site: snr.unl.edu/data/geologysoils/agates/index.aspx 

Photos of the agate collection are organized alphabetically. I got as far as the C’s. Then decided to look at 
their Scottish agates because of a 150-year-old book I bought from Merlin Schreffler, “A Treatise on Quartz 
and Opal” by George W. Traill. Denzil had purchased the book from the estate sale of Jesse Randall in 
Georgetown who had purchased the book in 1870 for $2.00. Denzil and I made an exhibit of the book and 
some quartz and opal specimens for the Denver show in 2005. Much to our surprise and delight, the Scottish 
National Museum curator, Peter Davidson, put in a case of the very same Scottish agates that were  
described in the book right behind ours! Traill dedicated the book to the original mineralogist of Scotland, M. 
Forster Heddle, who is quoted in the Nebraska site. The book is now probably in Scotland, donated to the 
Scottish National Museum.  

The University of Nebraska collection and the Treatise deliver a great lesson about Scottish agates. They 
don’t call those hills north of Edinburgh the Cairngorm (old name for smoky quartz) mountains for nothing! 
(See map of Scotland). And then, to make it better, Chauncey Walden adds the tale of their trip to Scotland. 

“In Scotland agates are commonly called “Scotch pebbles;” and though they are of a smaller size than those 
from some other localities, and often contain flaws; yet, on account of their variety of color and delicate  
markings, they are probably more beautiful than those found elsewhere” wrote Traill in 1870. He described 
agates from: “Jedburgh, Roxburghshire [a]; Carlops, Pentland Hills, Peeblesshire [b]; Burn Aune, Galston [c] 
(bright lemon-yellow, mottled); Dunure along the coast of Ayrshire [d]; near Habbie’s Howe, Edinburgh [e]; In 
the rocks at St. Cyrus and St. Cyp, near Montrose, Forfarshire [f]; very fine, red and mottled from Dunglass, 
Haddingtonshire [g]; near Stonehaven, Kincardineshire [h]; very fine at Kinnoul Hill, near Perth [i],  
accompanied by sardonyx; and in the bed of the [River] Tay thereabouts; Fife, near Kinross [j]; Dunnegan 
Head, Isle of Skye [k], accompanied by onyx, grey, and sometimes hollow. At Jedburgh, the zoned  
chalcedony does not occur after the ordinary manner of agates, i.e., filling up by successive layers of deposit, 
a pre-existent cavity in the rock, but fills without any skin layer of Delessite, or other substance, rifts and  
central cavities of the brown and red jasper of the district. Hollow agates, containing loose nodules of calcite 
which rattle when the specimen is shaken are found in the soil in Fifeshire.”  

What Scottish agates are shown on the U. Nebraska site? (Did you know that blue agate is the state  
gemstone of Nebraska?) Map of locales on p. 7. 

This beauty is from Balmerino, Fifeshire (1), from early Devonian  
lavas of the Old Red Sandstone. Note “hemiagates” on the periphery 

of the stone.  

   

 

This colorful agate is from 
Kinnard Hill in Perthshire (2), 
a historic site that has yielded 
mostly blue-gray agates from 
basalts of Tertiary Age.  

 

Ballindean (3) is a historic locality in 
Perthshire, first noted by Heddle in 

1901 and said to have yielded agates of delicate lilac, red, and rose colors 
from rocks of the Old Red Sandstone of Devonian age. Macpherson used 
the term Ballindean to describe and illustrate agates from several localities 
localities including Agate Knowe, Ballindean Farm, Tinkletop, and Inchture, 
situated about 22 km east of Perth.  

1 

2 

3 
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This beauty is from Burn Anne, Ayrshire (4), the second site in Traill’s list, and is one of 
those yellow mottled specimens he described. Burn Anne is a historic agate site in  
lavas of Old Red Sandstone of early Devonian Age. 
 

Another site in the Old Red Sandstone at Dunure (5),  
a historic locality in Ayrshire, produced these two banded 

red agates and this pink banded agate from along the 
coast.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This “agate amygdale” is from Ferryden Beach near Montrose 
(6).  
 
 
 
 

 
A gray beach agate chiseled out of rocks at Port Bunessan (7) on the Isle of Mull,  
Argyll, a historic site that has yielded mostly blue-gray agates from basalts of Tertiary 
Age. 
 

Scurdie Ness (8) produces pink or rich brown agates with  
colored bands from a historic locality in Angusshire (As in 
Black Angus cattle). Heddle originally listed the name as 

Scurdy Ness but the site is not in Trail’s list. 
 
 
 
Turnberry Beach (9), another site (not listed by Traill) in the Old Red Sandstone of 
early Devonian age yielded this agate plus one of the agates used by Fallick in  
oxygen isotope studies used to determine temperatures of agate formation. 
 
 
 

These two banded beauties are from Usan, for Usan House, Angusshire (10). Most 
are blue, banded agates but some white or pink are known and brilliant inky blue 

and white colors; also wax yellow, called Cerachates. Centers are often hollow and 
lined with quartz or amethyst. Heddle would have called this area Blue Hole, near 

Forfanshire, which Traill mentioned as St. Cyrus and St. Cyp, near Montrose. 
These agates are from lavas in the lower Old Red Sandstone, early Devonian age. 

 
 
 
 
This red banded agate came from Wester Kinsleith (11), 
just west of St. Andrews, Fife,  probably an amygdaloidal 
agate from basalt flows, again associated with the Old 
Red Sandstone of Devonian age. 
 
 

4 

5 

5 

6 
5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

10 
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Scotch Pebbles, con’t. 
 
But not all localities are ancient. This gray beauty is from the  
Ardownie Quarry, Monifieth (northeast of Dundee), Angus, Scotland 
(12), where amygdaloidal agates from andesites in the Ochil  
Volcanic Formation of Early Devonian age occur. They were first  
discovered in about 1992 and reported upon by Ingram in 1994 who 
compared the agates in quality to those from the historic Blue Hole 
of Usan but stated that the specimens from Ardownie Quarry could 
be much larger (up to 600 mm x 300 mm). Gotze, Plotze, Fuchs and 
Habermann suggested that agates from this site formed in an  
andesite and examined them by electron paramagnetic  
resonance, cathodoluminescence and trace element content 
(Pete can fill us in on what those tests determine). 
 
On this antique geologic map of Scotland, note the dominant 
bands of volcanic rocks (igneous rocks of various ages) which 
produced the agates!   
 
 
Modern map of Scotland; rectangles are sites shown by U. Ne-
braska database; ovals show locations listed by Traill, but the 
names may not be the same as in his list. Map can be enlarged 
for readability. 
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f– 6, 7, 9 
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# = U. Nebraska localities a = Traill localities, 1870 
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12 
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THE DGMG WALDEN’S HAVE BEEN TO SCOTLAND!  
The tale of their trek by Chauncey Walden. 
 

On the hunt for agates in Scotland in late  
August 2014 – Sandy and Chauncey Walden 
 
Let's start with a little geologic background. As you can see from the maps Beth 
has provided, the primary Scottish agate belt is the Devonian volcanics associated 
with the Old Red Sandstone. You can see this running from south of Aberdeen on 
the North Sea Coast all the way across the country to the southwest to Ayr on the 
Irish Sea coast. Note that the lettered and numbered localities fall in this belt which 
is red and brown on the first map. Forget the Cairngorms unless you want  
Cairngorm stones which we call smoky quartz!  
 
So now you know where we will be heading, but first we had to attend to a couple 
of nuptial matters. After attending the beautiful wedding of a friend's (some of you 
may know Don Edwards from the Denver Show) daughter in the Peak District of 
England we headed north to Edinburgh, Scotland, to say hi to a friend from Denver's 
(Dr. Tony Henderson) son and his bride on their first anniversary. The son (Dr. Ross 
Henderson), whose wedding we had attended here, was doing advanced  
veterinarian studies in Edinburgh. He is now in practice with his father and another 
brother (Dr. Ryan Henderson) at the Fox Hollow Animal Clinic in Lakewood. You 
may have seen Animal Planet's Hanging with the Hendersons or the viral clips of 
Ross playing his guitar and singing to the animals on our local news. After a day in 
the city during which we toured the National Museum of Scotland sans agates  
because we had corresponded with the curator (known to us from the Denver Show) 
and found out that we could have had a special tour except that they were moving 
their storage from the Museum to another location and everything was in packing 
boxes offsite. So off to the nearby The Last Drop pub for lunch (steak and ale pie – 
yum!). While (I suppose I should say whilst, since we are in Britain) this sounds like a 
good name for a pub, it is actually named that since it faces the site on the square 
where the gallows were. Got it? The Last Drop.  
 
Next stop was a B&B to be our home for a couple of days just on the western edge 
of the St. Andrews Golf Course - “The Home of Golf”. We didn't play but we did 
have dinner at the Club's plush restaurant. Our host at the B&B asked us what we 
were doing in the area and we told him we were looking for agates. “Haggis?” he 
asked with an odd look. I guess few visitors look for haggis.  
 
The next day began our hunt. At this point I should add that prior to the trip we had 
also been in contact with David Anderson, Scotland's premier agate authority and 
an MD type doctor. We had received a copy of his book on Scottish agates (don't 
bother looking on Amazon – it's there but only if you want to spend $1400!!!) and a 
couple of other older books on them, and had received a few tips and an invitation 
to visit when we arrived in his area (that comes later).  
 
Our first stop was an area mentioned in Beth's article. This was the “beaches” (this 
is a tidal river) of the south shore of the Firth of Tay. Actually you will see that most 
of our hunting will be on beaches. There are several reasons for this but, primarily, 
the agates have been washed out of the rocks and they stand out when wet, and 
this is the time of fall planting.  
 
So, you ask, they have to plant the agates? No, well, sort of. Scotland has a kind of 
free range approach to venturing onto private lands. You can do it as long as it  
hasn't been planted. The local clubs schedule their agate hunts in the spring  
between the first plowing of the year and the first planting. The plowing turns them 
up and the first rains wash them off and the harvest begins with the clubs trooping 
across the fields. It was fall, and either the winter planting had been done or the  
harvest hadn't, so the fields were off limits. 
 
 
            Con’t. next page 

A Bracken Agate from Scotland, 

Chauncy Walden 

“Don’t bother with that one!” 

Across to Dundee 

Dundee Museum 
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THE DGMG WALDEN’S HAVE BEEN TO SCOTLAND! - con’t. 
 
There's a pic of me combing the “beach” with the assistance of a local agate critic 
who is telling me “don't bother with that one”. There is also hunting on the Firth as it 
approaches the sea. This is a more rocky area. On the north shore of the Firth lies 
the city of Dundee. And a visit there to the University Museum did have agates on 
display, sort of. They were nice, but bring your own light if you want to see them. 
Nowadays I guess your iPhone could do it. If you are into ships there is also a  
maritime museum with a frigate in the water that is older than Old Ironsides in  
Boston. 
 
When rain drove us away from Firth we crossed to Dundee again and drove up the 
Firth River where we had been advised there was a nice antique mall. What we 
were going to look for there was the most famous use of Scottish agates, “Pebble  
Jewelry”. This use goes way back but really got going with Queen Victoria. This 
antiquing was something we would do in Scotland with regularity and we did find 
some pebble jewelry. Probably have a pic somewhere. Another kick was given 
when Professor Minerva McGonagall sported some in Harry Potter. 
 
Our next base was in the charming town of Arbroath between Dundee and  
Montrose. Our hunting there started at Lunan Bay on the way up to Scurdie Ness, 
the point south of Montrose with a lighthouse on its tip. The last houses you pass 
through on your way out to the point are the hamlet of Ferryden and just down the 
coast from the lighthouse is the hamlet of Fishtown of Usan (remember the Blue 
Hole in Beth's article?) This can be a prime hunting area and we even found some 
agates still locked in their volcanic host. I had a hammer and chisel borrowed from 
Don back in England but after attacking a few decided I'd rather walk along the 
coast. Those volcanics are tough! 
 
A pleasant surprise was that a field alongside the path out to the lighthouse had 
been plowed and you could walk along the edge and reach into the furrow if you 
saw something. Montrose had its own Museum with some very nice agates and 
friendly staff and the stone wall along the path to it had some agates visible. No, no 
chiseling on the wall. There was also a nice jewelry shop on the High Street and he 
had some agates on display. He suggested a spot up the coast north of St. Cyrus 
(seen that before?) and we drove up there and made our way to the RV park giving 
us access to the coast. There is a little stream that finds its way to the coast there 
and it carries agates with it (but for the best chances you have to muck your way up 
the brush sided stream). We walked the pebbly beaches which were extensive 
there. Visiting with the RV Camp owner yielded two interesting things. One was that 
he may have been one of the UK's greatest collectors of vinaigrettes. (I'll save you 
the trouble of looking it up and me trying to explain it. This site does a good job of it: 
Vinaigrettes - CandiceHern.com.The second thing was the name of a collector in 
Montrose but he wasn't quite sure of his name but knew he lived in Montrose. 
 
Thank you and back to the jewelry shop on the High Street. Yes, he knew the man 
but he didn't know where he lived and the telephone book was no help, but wait, he 
had received a parcel from him and maybe he still had the wrapping with the  
sender's address. Yes! Off we went to the address and Sandy volunteered to  
approach the door. Uh, we are from the US and we heard you were an agate  
collector... Come on in! The nicest couple and what a collection they had. There is a 
pic of them and one of their many cases of superb agates behind them.  
 
Another trip to Scurdie Ness and then to cross the entire country to Ayr on the Irish 
Sea! OK, it's only 133 miles but there are lots of opportunities for detours like the 
Falkirk Wheel FALKIRK WHEEL IN SCOTLAND – Dream Big: Engineering Our World (dreambigfilm.com) and my  
favorite Doune Castle. Why Doune Castle when there are dozens around? You may have seen it in Outlander or Game 
of Thrones or, for me, Monty Python and the Holy Grail and, get this, the free audio tour is by Python Terry Jones. After 
he gives an historical account of each point of interest in the castle he asks if you'd like to hear about how it was used in 
Holy Grail. Of course! Click! What fun! So eventually that day we did reach Ayr and proceeded down the coast to our 
next B&B right in the middle of the agate areas between Trump's Golf Course on the south and Ayr on the north. 
            Con’t. next page 
 

Montrose Museum 

Montrose Museum 

St. Cyrus 

Cyrus Creek 

https://candicehern.com/regencyworld/vinaigrettes/
https://dreambigfilm.com/stories/image-21-falkirk-wide/
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THE DGMG WALDEN’S HAVE BEEN TO SCOTLAND! (con’t.) 
 
There it was just walk out the door after breakfast and head up the beach. There were 
lots of beautiful jellyfish in the rocks and had they been agatized would have been  
spectacular. On one of our jaunts we encountered a lady who immediately recognized 
that we weren't just beachcombing and invited us to her house to see her agates or I 
should say to her agates to see her house which was rapidly disappearing under the 
agates. Her favorite spots were near (or on?) the golf course. A real collector! 
 
So now we were in David Anderson country and we rang him up. Come on out to our 
farm. OK! We met he and his lovely wife and he took us out to one of the farm buildings 
which he had turned into a museum which was lined with display cases (it was a large 
room!) and organized by locality. If you have gone onto the U. Nebraska website and 
looked at the Scottish agate pics you will see that many of them were courtesy of David. 
He is also a big fan of the Burn Anne agates which come from along a burn (a creek) 
named Burn Anne. David and his compatriots, with permission, attack the sides of the 
creek to get at the agates which we might call seam agates, but, oh the patterns! So the 
next room had buckets and buckets of agates which he had collected but not done  
anything with yet. Do we know people like that? Anyway, he managed to talk us in to 
carrying some off. We invited them to dinner in one of their favorite little restaurant  
nearby and it was a grand evening. 
 
Next day we went to Dunure and had a look around and lunch. David had suggested a 
drive and some farm roads that gave access to the sea. We managed to find one and 
parked at the end and hiked over the hill and down to the sea at Bracken Bay. That's 
where I found the one pictured on the first page.  
 
That about ended our hunt for Scottish agates in Scotland but we had one more place 
to look and it was in the Lake District in England where we stopped on the way back 
south. We had contacted a couple who were as enthusiastic about Scottish agates as 
any Scot and had spent their holidays for years on the hunt. We visited their home and 
got a tour of their collection and managed to pick some out from their for sale stock.  
 
Alas, we headed for home, west into the sunset, but with bags heavier than when we 
came and heads full of great memories. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

.  

Montrose Collectors 

Andersons 

Anderson collection, just 1 

shelf! 

Anderson, Burn Anne Agate  

Bracken Bay  

British Collectors  
An Agatized Sunset  
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On top of Antero, all covered with snow….  
I found a blue aqua, Oh! How it did glow!  

From John and Donna Rhoads (D&J Gems) webpage 
D&J Rare Gems - Natural Untreated Gems for sale  

 

Mt. Antero was first discovered as a gem location in the 1880's. It is 
known for producing gem grade aquamarine, beryl, phenacite, fluorite 
and quartz gems. Recently is has been made famous by the TV show 
"The Prospectors". Most of the mountain is now claimed and  
permission must be obtained to collect on the many claims that now 
dot the mountain. The photo of John at an early age was taken in 
1984 while the bronze sign indicating its designation as a "Mineral 
Park" open to collecting was still in place. The sign was removed by 
vandals in the ensuing years and it is no longer open to collecting as it was at 
the time of the designation.  

In September of 1991, John with Horace O'Donnell opened a substantial 
pocket of colorless beryl known as goshenite as well as some pale yellowish 
green beryls. A 13-carat flawless gem that John found and faceted now  
resides with the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. The rough this gem 
was cut from was found by Horace's knee a few minutes after this photo was 
taken.  

Mt Antero has an elevation of 14,269 feet with the collecting area between 
12,500 and 14,000 feet making it the highest gem location in the US and one of the 
highest in the world. Collecting and mining takes place between June and  
September when snow melt is sufficient to allow access. This picture is of John in 
1984 sitting at approximately 13,900 feet in elevation.  

 

A. Very light blue Aqua, 1.25 cts emerald cut measuring 8.6x5.3x3.5 mm, light inclusions, 
from Mt Antero, Colorado.  

B. Light greenish blue Aqua, 0.91 cts emerald cut measuring 
8.4x4.1x3.2 mm, very light inclusions, from Mt Antero, Colorado  

C. Colorless Goshenite, 5.45 cts square emerald brilliant cut 
measuring 10.6x10.5x7.9 mm, very light inclusions, from the  
California Mine, Mt Antero, Colorado. This gem was cut from 
rough mined during September 1991.   

 

A B 

C 

https://djraregems.com/NorthAmericanGems.html
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DID YOU KNOW? (Gotta learn something new everyday!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The state of Kentucky lists (lowly) coal (a rock, Fig. 1) as its official state mineral, and  
Kentucky Agate (a mineral, Fig. 2) as its official state rock.  
 
Nebraska names Prairie Agate (a mineral, Fig. 3) as its state rock.  
 
Ohio names Ohio flint (Fig. 4) as its official state gemstone.  
 
These designations were all voted in by state politicians, none of whom were rockhounds 
 -- we assume.  
 
And Kansas, wanting to avoid the whole thing, is the only state which has NO state rock, 
mineral, gemstone or fossil. 
 

WHAT ARE COLORADO’S STATE ROCK, MINERAL, GEMSTONE, AND FOSSIL? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
List of State Rocks, Minerals & Gemstones at www.netstate.com/states/tables/state_rocks_all.htm. 
 
Thanks to Glacial Drifter, 2/2021 via Livermore Lithogram 11/14 via The Rollin’Rock 2/15 via The Rock Col-
lector 4/15 and Stoney Statements 4/2015 

Look ‘em up if you 

don’t know!  
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Web Corner – Web and Computer Resources for Rockhounds 

The New DGMG Website – by DGMG Webmaster Bob Johnson 

The 10-year-old DGMG website is being redesigned.  It has a new address: https://
denvergem.co.education/. The old address will still redirect you there - for now. Many additional 
pages will be added to the site in the coming months. 

Here are the procedures for logging into the new Members Only area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the top menu, click on Login.  
Enter your email address as your username.  
Be sure to use the same email address that is listed in the club roster – the email address used to 
send you the Tips & Chips.  
If you have forgotten your password, or if this is your first time logging into the new site, click on 
“Forgot password” and the system, after asking for your email address again, will automatically 
send you an email with a link to create your new password.   
Please keep our members area secure for everyone by using a strong password.   
See these recommendations: https://blog.avast.com/strong-password-ideas.  
The system will suggest a password.  You can use that one, or enter your own. 

The Members Only area currently contains the most recent members directory in both excel and 
PDF format, and the DGMG photo albums.  There are nearly 200 different albums which contain 
pictures that go all the way back to 1964 – our founding year.   

Clicking on an album name will open that album in Google Photos. The initial album view will show 
all the pictures in the album (you may need to scroll down to see them all).  Clicking on any picture 
will open a larger view of that one picture and from that view you can scroll left or right to see the 
individual pictures. To save any picture to your computer, just right click on it and select “save im-
age as”.  From the Album view, you can click on the 3 dots (in the top menu) to download the whole 
album. 

Con’t next page 

https://denvergem.co.education/
https://denvergem.co.education/
https://blog.avast.com/strong-password-ideas
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Web Corner – Web and Computer Resources for Rockhounds (con’t.) 

 

At the bottom of the screen, 
you will see a button that says 
“Say something” Click on that 
button to leave a comment 
(about the whole album - from 
the album view or about an 
individual picture - from the 
picture view).  You are en-
couraged to leave your com-
ments and share your stories 
about these pictures! 

The menu at the top of the 
picture view gives you  
additional options.  The  
circled “i” will display  
additional information about 
that image, and the 3 dots will 
allow you to order prints, 
download, or view the  
pictures as a slideshow.   

For more, see The Ultimate Guide to Google Photos -https://techpp.com/2015/12/23/google-
photos-guide/ 

If you have additional pictures that you would like to add to 
our collection please contact the webmaster! 

Below the Photo Albums are the Videos.  Listed there are over 
100 videos produced by DGMG Historian Marjorie Payne.  
They are selectable by categories (All, Fieldtrips, Programs, 
etc.) Note you will need to hit the “Load More” button at the  
bottom to be sure that all the videos of any category are  
actually displayed. 

If you have questions, comments, suggestions or any problems 
logging in to the new site, please contact me, the DGMG web-
master. (The most capable computer guy on the planet –ed.!) 
 

Contact details are at the bottom of the site. 

 

  

https://techpp.com/2015/12/23/google-photos-guide/
https://techpp.com/2015/12/23/google-photos-guide/
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Martin Lockley—MOVE 
OVER! Your young  
replacement, (and she’s 
Welsh, too!) is on her way!  

A four-year-old girl stunned  
paleontologists after she found a 
perfectly-preserved dinosaur  
footprint that dates back 220 million 
years. 
 
Lily Wilder made the discovery on 
January 23 while walking along a 
beach in South Wales with her  
father and dog. The family was on their way to the supermarket when Wilder saw the footprint imprinted on a 
rock. 
 
"It was on a low rock, shoulder height for Lily, and she just spotted it and said, 'look, Daddy,'" her mother, 
Sally Wilder, told NBC News. "She is really excited but doesn't quite grasp how amazing it is." 
 
At first, the family thought the print, which is just over 10 cm (4 inches) long, was scratched out on the rock 
by an artist. 
 
But mother Sally was aware that similar footprints had been found along that piece of the coast before, so 
she posted about their discovery on social media.  
 
"I found this fossil identification page on Facebook and I posted it on there and people went a bit crazy," she 
told Wales Online. 
 
Shortly after, The National Museum of Wales was in touch with the Wilder family, and officials have since  
retrieved the print and put it in the museum.  
 
Experts believe the footprint was most likely left by a dinosaur that stood about 75 centimeters (29.5 inches) 
tall and 2.5 meters (about 8 feet) long and walked on its two hind feet. 
 
It is impossible to identify exactly what type of dinosaur left it, although experts typically classify the print as a 
Grallator. 
 
Welsh scientists are calling the girl's discovery "the finest impression of a 215 million-year-old dinosaur print 
found in Britain in a decade," according to Wales Online. 
 
"It's so perfect and absolutely pristine. It's a wonderful piece," said Karl-James Langford from Archeology 
Cyrmu, according to Wales Online. 
 
"I would say it's internationally important and that is why the museum took it straight away. This is how  
important it is. I would say it's the best dinosaur footprint found in the UK in the past 10 years," he added.  
 
The family says their daughter's interest in dinosaurs has been ignited since the discovery and that she's 
been playing with a collection of dino toys and models. 
 
The National Museum in Cardiff, which is currently closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, said that Lily and 
her classmates would be invited to the exhibition once it reopens. "What's amazing is, if her name goes down 
as the finder in the museum, it could be her grandchildren going to visit that in the museum one day, and for 
years and years and generations to come, which is quite amazing," mother Sally told Wales Online. 

  

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/weird-news/four-year-old-girl-discovers-220-million-year-old-dinosaur-n1256260
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/perfect-215-million-year-old-19731097
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IT’S TIME TO PAY UP!  

2021 
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DENVER GEM AND MINERAL GUILD 

RELEASE OF LIABILITY 

By signing below, I acknowledge that all activities sponsored or conducted by the Denver Gem and Min-

eral Guild (DGMG), a non-profit organization, may be hazardous and may result in loss, damage, or 

death. 

With full knowledge of these dangers, and in consideration for my acceptance as a member of the DGMG 

and participant in any and all field trips and activities sponsored by the DGMG, and the services and 

amenities to be provided by the DGMG in connection therewith, I confirm that I have read the foregoing 

and voluntarily assume all risks of such damages and hazards occurring in connection with the activity. I 

hereby agree for myself, all of my family, and heirs to RELEASE the DGMG and any of its trip leaders, 

club officers, club members, hosting property owners and claim owners, instructors, guides, or represent-

atives from liability, claims, demands, or any causes of action.  

I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS A LEGAL DOCUMENT AND BY SIGNING IT, I AM GIVING UP MY 

RIGHT TO SUE OR OTHERWISE MAKE ANY CLAIM against DGMG or any of its trip leaders, club of-

ficers, club members, hosting land owners and claim owners, instructors, guides, or representatives 

which may arise during my participation in any and all activities of the DGMG or activities I conduct as 

an individual on DGMG owned or leased properties.  

I intend this RELEASE OF LIABILITY to be effective whether or not any loss, damage, injury, or death 

RESULTS FROM NEGLIGENCE of the DGMG or any of its trip leaders, club officers, club members, 

hosting land owners, and claim owners, instructors, guides or representatives. I understand that  

negligence means failure to do an act which a reasonably careful person would do, or the doing of an act 

which a reasonably careful person would not do, under the same or similar circumstances to protect  

himself, herself, or others from injury or death.  

I agree to be solely responsible for my own safety and to take every precaution to provide for my own 

safety and well being while participating in the activities of the DGMG. Also, I understand that on 

DGMG trips, there may not be rescue or medical facilities or expertise, which may be necessary to deal 

with potential injuries to which I may be exposed. I understand that these risks exist and notwithstand-

ing them, I wish to participate in DGMG activities.  

I HAVE READ THIS RELEASE AGREEMENT AND HAVE FULLY INFORMED MYSELF OF ITS CONTENTS BE-

FORE I HAVE SIGNED IT. ALSO, I PLEDGE TO UPHOLD THE CODE OF ETHICS ATTACHED TO THIS RELEASE. 

  

Printed Name (Please print legibly):_______________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: _________ 

  

IF UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE, PARENT OR GUARDIAN MUST READ AND SIGN BELOW 

I am the legal guardian of the above minor and have read the above RELEASE. I hereby consent to the terms of the RE-

LEASE on behalf of the named minor, and give my consent to the participation of the above named minor in all activities 

of the DGMG on the terms stated. 

Signature: __________________________________________________ 

Date:__________ 


