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APRIL ZOOM MEETING  
Friday April 9 

Time: April 9, 2021 07:00 PM Mountain Time (US and 
Canada) 

 

JOE DORRIS 
Pinnacle 5 Minerals 
Colorado Springs 

 

Time: Apr 9, 2021 07:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89107136251?

pwd=UWxjZEtWMnU0NUI5blBqd1dRZ1Vndz09 
 

Meeting ID: 891 0713 6251 
Passcode: 471779 

Meeting starts at 6:30 Practice time and social time 

7:00 Meeting begins—BE ON TIME!  

IT’S AT YOUR HOUSE, AFTERALL! 

   You are encouraged to login at 6:30 to make sure everything is working  
At 6:45 we will have greetings/chat; the meeting will officially start at 7:00. 

If you have any trouble logging in, please call Bob Johnson (before 7 p.m.) 

Reminder will be sent out the day before and maybe even the meeting day!  

See Meeting notes on page 3 
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58 years of DGMG Kudos, Celebrations, & Events 

THE DENVER GEM AND MINERAL GUILD—58 Years old! 

Founded in 1964, the Denver Gem and Mineral Guild pursues exploration, experimentation, and education  in  the earth sciences; 
the discovery, development and preservation of minerals and mineral deposits; and the advancement, encouragement and utiliza-
tion of the principles of art and craftsmanship as applied to gems and minerals.  

The Guild meets on the second Friday of the month at 7:30 pm at Berthoud Hall on CSM Campus, except for June, July, August, 
and December. Picnics, field trips, and parties replace regular meetings those  months. 

Deadline for article submission for the Tips & Chips is the 20th of each month.  Email photos and articles to editor Beth Simmons at 
cloverknoll@comcast.net or mineralguild@gmail.com. Exchange with other newsletters is invited, and reprinting of material 
from this newsletter with proper attribution is encouraged.  

April Birthdays:  
Scott Bennett 
Barb Harrison 
Brian Luchtenburg 
Melissa O’Malley 
Sandy Walden 
 
April Anniversaries: 
The Breithaupts 
Johnny Gilbert/Michelle Moore 
The O’Malleys 
Randy Wilson 

April Sunshine Spotlight 

CONTACT SANDRA LUCERO 303-726-3829  
gardengal001(@)yahoo.com  

TO  
INFORM HER OF SUNSHINE REQUESTS 

 

 

 

 

Condolences to the Snellings and Luke Westervelt, 
III on the death of Luke, Jr.  

And to Gideon Breithaupt on the deaths of his 
brother-in-law and nephew in Maryland.  

Susanne Peach is undergoing treatments for her 
back pain that resulted from a snowmobile  

accident some years ago. 

Dave Sanchez is undergoing cataract surgery 
soon. 

 

2021 DGMG Officers & Chairmen 

 

President::  Linda Burns 

Vice President: Pete Modreski 

Secretary:  OPEN  PRO-TEM: Marj Becker 

Treasurer: Deb Baldwin:  

Treasurer Ass’t: Beth Simmons 

Hospitality: OPEN 

Ways & Means:  

Dave Sanchez, Gideon Breithaupt, Sandra Lucero 

Membership: Joe Walkowich  Ass’t:  

Claims Manager: Fred Ceconi  

Editor: Beth Simmons: Ass’t: Marj Becker  

Historian/Librarian: Kathy Honda 

Webmaster: Bob Johnson; Ass’t.. Joe Walkowich 

Show Chairman: Beth Simmons  

     Dealer Chairman: Linda Burns 

Field Trips: Committee 

Grab Bags: Joe Walkowich, Joe Payne, Kathy Honda 

Merchandiser: Sandra Lucero 

Council Rep: Kathy Honda: Alt. Linda Burns 

Denver Show Rep: Kathy Honda 

Sunshine: Sandra Lucero 
Party planning: Deb Baldwin, Marj Becker 

RMFMS Rep: Kathy Honda 

Outreach: Susanne Peach; Bob Johnson  

Inventory manager: Linda Burns 

 

An “Assistant” is the officer’s backup in case of  

illness or other reason they can’t do their job.  

Every officer needs an “Assistant”!  

Join up! Say YES when asked! 

 

Quote of the month: 

 

Some people dream of worthy  

accomplishments while others 

(DGMG Members) stay awake 

and do them!  
 

Chinese fortune cookie 

mailto:gardengal001@yahoo.com
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2021 DGMG CALENDAR OF EXCITING EVENTS 
A persistent page—watch monthly for additions! PUT THIS ON YOUR FRIDGE!!! 

CONTINUING DGMG ENTICEMENT! APRIL 9, 6:30 PM PROGRAM NOTES 
 

JOE DORRIS by Pete Modreski     
 
Our program for the April meeting will be another pre-recorded interview about minerals and  
specimen mining.  The speaker will be Joe Dorris, of Pinnacle 5 Minerals, of Colorado Springs.  Joe, well 
known to us all, is the operator of the Smoky Hawk and adjacent amazonite claims and the Gem Mountain 
topaz mine.   
 
This presentation is from the Mineral Talks Live series. Produced by BlueCap Productions, run by Ed 
Swoboda, the series features weekly discussion and show-and-tell presentations by curators, mineralogists, 
dealers, and collectors worldwide.  The series is hosted and "emceed" by Ed plus museum curators  Dr.  
Eloïse Gaillou, Paris School of Mines, and Dr.  Raquel Alonso-Perez, Harvard University Mineralogical and 
Geological Museum. 
 
The interview with Joe was aired live on February 17, 2021, and was the 35th in the Mineral Talks Live  
series.  Ed described Joe as "Gentleman, miner, father, husband, grandfather, author, artist, award-winner, 
and television star."  The interview focuses on Joe's amazonite mining, as well as his background in general. 
 
DGMG V-P/Program Chair Pete Modreski will introduce and emcee the program via screen sharing of the 
recorded interview program.  We are sure you will all enjoy  hearing about Joe's background and amazonite-
mining activities in his own words!  

 
PICNIC ANNOUNCEMENT #1 Sunday, July 25  

9:30ish eat at 10:00 AM 
 

Annual (except 2020) DGMG Picnic to be held at Bear Creek Lake Park, at Skunk Hollow Picnic  
Shelter (as ever before). Plans to be forthcoming as COVID-19 releases its stranglehold on the planet. 

Breakfast Brunch; rubber ducky races (creek permitting); grab bag stuffing  

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 
 
The ”PREZ” is actually begging members to 
step up and offer to lead field trips to your  
favorite collecting areas. We need to get back 
to having field trips.  
 
It would be nice to have a variety of trips to  
different areas and some which may be  
challenging.  
 

Please submit ideas and then we can come up with a list so we can judge  
interest and set some trips in motion.  

Linda Burns,  

DGMG 2021 President 
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LUKE WESTERVELT, JR.  

DGMG Founding member, Luke Westervelt, Jr. died March. 8, 
2020, age 93. His determination and energy put the Guild on 

the planet for all to see.  

Read on as DGMG members reminisce about a great friend!  

Karlene Fry:  I met Luke and Cathy when they had a garage/mineral sale in 
1993.  I bought a bunch of rocks.  We got talking rocks and he invited in the 
house to see his collection. He invited me to go to Jet, OK for selenite crystals 
with him and the club. He took my number and said he'd call me.  I didn't hear 

from him. The afternoon before they were leaving - he called and said "Ok girl - we 
are leaving at 4:30 in the morning see you then." So, I busted my butt to get ready and took off to Jet 
with 20 people I didn't know!  We had so much fun with such a wonderful bunch of people.  That was my 
introduction to DGMG!  I joined the club right after we got back.     
 

Luke would answer any questions anyone had - he was not greedy with his knowledge. Be prepared to 
pull up a chair - it always included a story or 2.   He taught me so much over the years.  
 

The first DGMG show Brad did with me I told Brad he would have to get the "Luke approval" as kind of a 
joke.  When I introduced them I said the same to Luke.  Luke's response was "Is he good to you and 

does he make you happy."  I said "yes."  Luke's' response was "Well - that is ALL that 
really matters." He then said to Brad " you just keep it that way."  
 

Luke was a great man. He will always be a very special person to me. 
 

Brenda Smith: (on DGMG Facebook) Luke was one of a kind. I was just thinking 

about him last week and how he was doing. I’m sure he’s having a grand time looking 
for rocks and telling stories. Prayers to Luke and Linda. I know your dad left holes in 

your heart but he also left a whole lotta memories to float in and out of those holes.  

 

Roger Bennett:  Luke (who was messing with me because of my nice beard) taught 
my family a lot about rock hounding. My boys remember how he would always talk to 
them.  

Luke put me in a deep hole basically standing on my head to try and to chip out a 
large Amazonite encased in Quartz. I finally got it out and still have the specimen.  

He was a great friend and he will be missed. Always honest in how he felt about  

everything.   

 
John Rakowski: In 1988 my daughter told me about a neat gem & mineral show  
going on at Villa Italia and told me I needed to go look!  So I went over and saw that it 
was not only dealers but some great educational displays of quality specimens. Luke 
came over and introduced himself and we got into a pretty deep conversation about 
Gem & Mineral Clubs in general and why this show and this DGMG Club was so  
different. “We don’t just want members, we want members who participate and who 
contribute”. I knew right away that this guy was a doer, not just a talker.  Because of 
Luke I began attending meetings and submitted an application for membership for 1989. 
 

When Luke spoke, he knew what he was talking about or he would not speak.  He  
always had interesting stories about collecting sites or events that happened on the way 
to or at those sites.  His observational skills were superb and if he had a different life 

path he would have been an outstanding exploration geologist. Luke made the most of his life path and was the epitome 
of what a gem & mineral club ideal member and mentor should be. He loved his family and appreciated and respected 
his friends in the club. 
 

I’m proud to keep near my door as you enter our house the cane that Luke carved for me for my big “FOUR-OH”  
Birthday. The handle is the head of a gnome and it’s carved out of aspen. Quite a special piece that reminds me of Luke 
as I come into the house. Rest in peace, Luke. 
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LUKE WESTERVELT, JR.  

Maxine Sheel:  Luke and I have been good friends since the beginning of my 
time when I joined the September Denver show committee in 1982. Both of us 
were born in December and he loved to tease me that I was older because my 
birthday was middle of the month & his was later. We have had many laughs, gig-
gles, stories and serious talks over these years.  
 

At the 2016 Guild show Luke was sitting in the club booth. I was told he was there 
and I went to see him. As I went around a table toward Luke he said, “There she 
is” & he reached out for a hug. I gave him our usual hug and a dealer saw us. 
She wanted a picture so we repeated the hug. I went to give him a peck on the 
cheek & he turned his head and gave me a big smacker on the lips. I was a little 
shocked but he gave one of the biggest laughs of his life. It really made my day to 

see him get such a kick out of it. He was such a jokester. In years past Luke gave me some of his flower seeds to plant 
& a Japanese peony, which I still have. He will always be remembered by me with blooms and memories left as a VERY 
SPECIAL part of my life.  
 

Merlin Wiggins Schrefller: Luke sponsored my 
Dad, Denzil Wiggins, to join the club in 1965. And 
since then we’ve had many happy field trips with our 
families together.  Luke and Denzil were good friends 
and both had sense of humor. Denzil had a Rock Shop 
and based on that, Luke made a “wanted poster” for 
“Wenzil (Rocky) Diggings” to be reported, if seen to 
“West Lukervelt.” Luke’s and Denzil’s birthdays were 
one day apart: Luke’s was Dec 22

nd
, 1928; Denzil’s 

was Dec. 23
rd

, 1928. Luke III and my brother, Bret, 
were good friends. In the 1980s, Luke saw my sister’s 
new baby at a DGMG show, and came and asked me 
“When are you going to have a baby?”  “In about 8 
months from now!” I was glad to answer!   

Marjie Payne: Marjie’s memorial to Luke and Cathy is 
posted as a video on youtube.com on the Denver Gem and 
Mineral Guild Facebook page. If you didn’t watch it with us 
at the meeting, it has video clips in it that you will want to be 
sure and watch.  You might be in some of them!  

 Luke Westervelt Memorial - YouTube  

Joe Walkowich: 2020 show 

During the last Gem & Mineral show at the Jeffco Fairgrounds, Luke dropped by 
the grab bags table to say hi to everybody. We spent a few minutes together as 
he regaled me with tales from the early days of the Guild. Luke spoke of rock-
hounding at sites visited long ago, many of which are now no longer accessible. 
He told me a story about one favorite creek where you could set up a fishing pole 
for the afternoon and sort of just poke around in the dirt for   
specimens while you were sitting there. Sharing memories of a life apparently well 
spent.  

Dave Sanchez:  

I remember when I first met Luke, he told me all about the club, hunting rock 
sites, rock shows and Tucson. Went to his house whenever I had to pick up sam-
ples from his neighbor, Dick Brecheisen for our rock shows. He would talk and 
show samples; met his wife and son Luke, who also made excellent knife han-
dles. 
He said he had some scrap silver (good silver) he was selling I bought it and I  
continue to use all of it. He shared lots of info about stones and how to work with 
them.  He came to our gem show with his son and met and talked to various club 
members, a pleasant man. 

Luke kissing up to Marjie and Joe Payne’s  “Pepito” that  Marjie brought to the Guild show at 

Lakeside (now gone) one year. 

Denzil Wiggins and Luke  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VENVsKN1tiY
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LUKE WESTERVELT, JR.  

Glen and Joan Johnson: Cathy and Luke were our  
sponsors to the Guild. We did not know a thing about rocks 
and minerals. College field trips were our beginnings, and at 
our place we had dinosaur dung on the back porch. Luke’s 
brother who wanted equipment from one of the garages, came 
over and said, “My brother belongs to a rockhound club.” We 
called Luke and he told us the club met at the School of Mines 
on the second Fridays. Then Luke and Cathy came to the 
house after we attended the mandatory three meetings. After 
that we became close friends.  
 

On club trips, Luke told us what to find and where, then after we got home, Luke came over and 
helped us clean what we collected. Cathy fixed one-step meals for the guys. One time, Luke and 
Glen went to Mt. Antero for a week where they found a pocket of aquamarines. Since those early 
days, we ended up running bead shows around the west, and then retired and moved to New 
Mexico. We now own a huge villa which we’re operating as a bed & breakfast in Hatch, NM. We 
hope club members will visit us on their way to Tucson!   
 
 
Rick Estes: I lost a good friend and fellow rockhound last Monday night with Luke’s passing.  I 
will always cherish our trips to Utah and Arkansas as well as local collecting trips.  He helped me 
so much when I started in the hobby.  He will be greatly missed for his enthusiasm and love of the 
hobby and the club.   I’m sure Kathy will be overjoyed to be with him on the other side of the veil.  
 
 

Ron Snelling: (son-in-law) Obviously, if it hadn’t been for Luke and Cathy I wouldn’t have a wonderful wife and 
family!  And then I wouldn’t have gotten involved in rockhounding, gem cutting, faceting, and helping to run the Denver 
Gem and Mineral Show. Luke started it all!  
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LUKE WESTERVELT, JR.  and the history of DGMG in photos 
(1969-1980s) 

 

 

 

 

1978 Luke & Cathy Westervelt 

1969 Luke, 

Cathy, & 

Linda 

Westervelt 

at the club 

picnic 

1970 Orville 

Dunn, Chet 

Haukins, 

Luke 

Westervelt, 

and Dick 

Brecheisen: 

what was 

going on? 

1975 Grand  Junction, Cathy & 

Luke Westervelt, Dick & Veneda 

Brecheisen  

1987- Dick Brecheisen, Luke Westervelt, Cathy Wester-

velt , Glen Johnson, Paul Blankenheim 

Back Row: Richard Blankenheim (Paul’s brother), Janie 

Parks, Bob Parks, Bert Hanou, and Veneda Brecheisen 

1985 Luke in a hole 

1986 Paul Blankenheim, Luke Wester-

velt, Scott Unruh, making centerpieces 
for holiday party  

1986 Glen Johnson, Fred Olsen, Bert Hanou, Deb 

Baldwin, Cathy & Luke Westervelt stuffing grab-

bags 

Luke, Jr. & III (very 

young), Glen  

Johnson, Bob Park 

setting a claim post  

Luke Westervelt, Paul Blankenheim (beardless), 

Dan Unruh at the Club Claim 

 

The Brecheisen’s and Westervelt’s 

were next-door neighbors.  

 

1969- Luke in plaid 

shirt, Linda W. in 

distance on right 
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LUKE WESTERVELT, JR.  and the history of DGMG in photos (1980s-1990s) 

 

 

 

 

  

1986 Luke Westervelt, Jr. showing the cub scouts 

around at the show at Bear Valley Mall (which is no 

more)   

1987 Fred Olsen, Luke Westervelt, and two guys 

discussing something at the Bear Valley show   

1993 Luke Westervelt and Harold Williams at the 

grab bag stuffing party   

1994 Unknown, Dave Weller, Keith Sheel, 

Luke Westervelt Jr.  

1997 Luke and Joan Johnson covering tables for the 

picnic at Bear Creek Lake Park 

199– Chauncy Walden, John Rakowski, Luke 

Westervelt, III. at the club claims at Wigwam Creek 

 

These photos and hundreds more are on the DGMG webpage (see login info on p. 15) 

THANKS TO MARJIE PAYNE who scanned them all, labeled them, and put the dates on 

them and to BOB JOHNSON who organized them and posted them on the DGMG webpage.   
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LUKE WESTERVELT, JR.  and the history of DGMG in photos (2000s) 

 

Luke Westervelt, discussing something serious 

with Glen Johnson at a show at the Fairgrounds  

Jim Dennis, Luke Westervelt, and Dave Sanchez 

having a chat  at a show at the Fairgrounds 
Denzil Wiggins and Luke Westervelt at 

Denzil’s last show at the Fairgrounds 

2010 Luke and Cathy 

Westervelt at her last show 

at the Fairgrounds - 

they both are missed! 

2003 Luke Westervelt  chatting with 

Virginia Weller with Dave Weller near 

2005 Luke 

Westervelt  at the 

club picnic  

Chauncy Walden, Luke III, Cathy, and Luke Jr. 

Westevelt at  a DGMG meeting 

2021 Club members having a 

communal cry as Ron Snel-

ling tells of life with Luke 

Did you know that 

Cathy  

Westervelt  

designed our club 

logo?  

 

We’ll all 

miss 

 Luke very 

much! 
Pete Modreski 
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DENVER GEM AND MINERAL GUILD 

MINUTES, March 12, 2021 

Zoom 

 

 

Attendance:  If the secretary's count is accurate, seventeen 
people attended. 

Call to Order at 7:07 p.m. by President Linda Burns 

Minutes:  Marj Becker 

Approved as written and published. 

Treasurer's Report:  Debbie Baldwin 

March 2021 

checking = $14,402.38 

regular savings = $5,990.42 

time deposit = $4,093.21 

People are still joining the club and paying dues. 

Since we have some funds available, Deb had a motion to present: 

Motion was made, seconded, and approved to provide the School of Mines (SOM) with $2,000  
scholarship for a worthy geology student, based on need. 

Deb will send a check to the SOM, specifically as presented in the approved motion. 

Video:  Produced by Marjie Payne.  Memorial for Luke Westervelt 

Ron Snelling also gave information about Luke Westervelt.  He reiterated that Luke was a truly great 
person and will be sadly missed. 

Dr. Pete Modreski:   Pete presented a quiz for members. Linda won the prize, a silver crystal-
topped pen for scoring 8,952 points. Says it was the only game that Pete has made that she ever 
won.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Marj Becker 

Acting Secretary 

And who was DERF???? Fred Ceconi!  

The Prize for  

winning the 

game—a silver 

gemstone pen!  
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The discovery and development of Arkansas DIAMONDS  
adapted from an article by Jerry D. Wilcox in True West Magazine, Dec. 1981, p. 24-27 
adapted from “The Arkansas Incredible Diamond Mine Story,” 1981 

Dr. John C. Banner, an expert geologist, first discovered the Arkansas diamond treasure 
trove when he realized the soil, a “black gumbo,” around Murfreesboro, Arkansas, was  
similar to the soil overlying the African diamond district. He didn’t find any diamonds, though. 
Seventeen years later, in 1906, a local farmer, John Huddleston, learned of Banner’s  
investigation and panned some of the soil on the farm he had purchased using a pig as a 
down payment. He took the few stones he found to the local banker and he in turn sent them 
to New York City for testing. Huddleston soon became the richest man in town when he sold 
the farm for $36,500. He owned the first car in Murfreesboro. Unfortunately, his second wife, 
drove off in the car, never heard from again, and Huddleston died poverty stricken. 

The Arkansas Diamond Mining Corporation purchased the Huddleston portion of the  
diamond deposit, fenced off the farm, and opened a commercial diamond mining operation, 
which failed. The other portion of the deposit was owned by M.M. Mauney who opened a 
“do-it-yourself” diamond mining operation. His son Walter was a colorful fellow who had a 
diamond mounted in his front tooth!  

By 1912, the Murfreesboro hotel was turning people away by the thou-
sands. A tent town named Kimberly emerged along either side of the road 
leading to the diggings. In the meantime, a father-son team, Austin and 
Howard Millar, were looking to rescue their  
finances from a failed diamond mining venture in Kentucky. In 1913, they 
took a lease on 13 acres and formed the Ozark Diamond  
mining corporation. In three months, using the same techniques used in 
the African operation, they recovered over a thousand  
diamonds. The operation flourished until 1919 when competitors set fire 
to the mill. However, Millar continued to lease the land and mine.  

In 1923, Henry Ford, seeking a cheaper source of diamonds than Africa 
for his factory operation, offered to purchase the land from the owners. 
His tests proved that Arkansas diamonds are 28%  
harder than African diamonds, so a TEN is NOT a TEN! So, maybe there 
is an ELEVEN on the hardness scale! (Or maybe African diamonds 
are just 9.5! Or maybe they tested different faces on the diamonds; 
Pete says because the octahedral faces intersect the three crystallographic axes, they are harder than cubic 
faces which intersect two axes. We know now that the hardest, purest diamonds are said to be from Australia.)  

During WWII, President Roosevelt ordered machinery to mine the diamonds the Arkansas governor showed him and 
the government took over the mine. Then in the late forties, Martin Aircraft built a factory to mine diamonds, but that was 
a failure. In the 1960s, Arthur Slocum ran a wildcat mining  
operation. He estimated that over 4,000 diamonds had been mined over the years. Even 
Anaconda Copper got their foot in the door by purchasing mining claims above the kimberlite 
pipe. The number is now up to 29,000 since 1972! 

The diamond site, now “Crater of Diamonds State Park,” created in 1972, provides the only 
place in the world where you can hunt for white, brown, and yellow diamonds in a 37– acre 
field along with other gems: amethyst, garnet, jasper, and agate. The largest diamond to 
date was the 40.23 carat Uncle Sam. Other big ones in-
clude the 16.37 carat Amarillos Starlight, 15.33 carat Star 
of Arkansas, and 8.52 carat Esperanza.  

If you decide to head east to Arkansas, make sure you 
check the park’s website to make camping reservations: 

Crater of Diamonds State Park | Arkansas State Parks  

SO WHAT IS ARKANSAS’ 
STATE GEMSTONE?  

John Huddleston 

Early Diamond Diggers: In the center of the  

photo on his knees is Lee Wagner who  

discovered the 17 carat canary yellow  

Wagner Diamond in 1917.  Huddleston is the 

4th from the right in the back row.  

Man hunting for diamonds in 

one of the fields at Crater of 

Diamonds Park in Arkansas 

Diamonds shown on Crater of 

Diamonds website 

1906 Advertisement for 

Arkansas Diamonds 

https://www.arkansasstateparks.com/parks/crater-diamonds-state-park
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Earth Day 2021 is Thursday, April 22.  My granddaughter Rose wrote this month’s poem for Earth 
Day 2019.  I decided it was better than anything that I could write.  It definitely deals with our rocks. 

Granddaughter Rose  
Written on October 2, 2018, age 15 

Written for Earth Day, 2019 and all the days to come 
Marj Becker 

Still There 

A glacier moves across a plateau. 

It flattens the land until it comes to a halt, bringing a rock with it.  Then it recedes. 

But the rock is still there. 

 

The snow and ice give way to a cycle of seasons; warm and rainy, hot and humid, cool and breezy, 
cold and dry. 

With each step in the cycle, the plants and animals grow, then flourish, then die. 

But the rock is still there. 

 

Tribes of people come and go, living on the land and then moving on. 

They like the rock.  They call the hill it lies on “Rock Mound”. 

But others come and drive the tribes away.  They claim the land for themselves. 

But the rock is still there. 
 

More people come to the plains.  They like the flat land.  It is good for farming. 

They plow away most of the grass for their corn and grain. 

But the hill the rock lies on is too uneven to use, and is left alone. 

So the rock is still there. 
 

One by one, the farms disappear.  Cities form in their place. 

A civilization spreads, connecting the communities. 

A town is built around the hill. 

But the rock is still there. 

 

Children play on the hill. 

They sled down it in winter and fly kites on its peak. 

One group even paints the rock with bright, hopeful colors. 

But the rock is still there. 

 

Con’t. next page 
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STILL THERE? 

The snow no longer comes; the children cannot sled. 

There is no wind for the kites. 

Instead, the children listen to a man talk about the glacier that brought the rock here. 

There are no glaciers anymore. 

But the rock is still there. 
 

A terrible storm comes.  Trees are uprooted, buildings knocked down. 

The town below the hill is flooded, everything swept away. 

But the rock is still there. 

 

The children must stay inside, away from the burning sun, the blistering heat, and the torrential rain. 

They sit in cooled, darkened rooms, listening to grandparents’ stories about breezes and green 
grass and snow. 

They wonder what it was like. 

No one goes out now.  The rock is alone. 

But the rock is still there. 

 

Everyone is worried.  The order has come to evacuate. 

Covered by UV nets and sunscreen, families pile into cars. 

The children stare, taking in their first glimpse of the outdoors as the vehicles pull away.  It is not like 
what their grandparents told them about. 

The people of the town head north, to the coldest spot left on Earth. 

But the rock is still there. 

 

It is too hot for life. 

The plants that are left wither and die.  The animals follow. 

But the rock is still there. 

The organic components of the world are long gone. 

The buildings are starting to fall. 

They crumble to the ground, the last remnants of a planet that once harbored life. 

Soon, they will vanish too. 

But the rock is still there. 

We only have one planet. 

Let’s make sure it’s all still there. 
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Web Corner – Web and Computer Resources for Rockhounds 

More Fun with Zoom – by Bob Johnson 

 

Zoom Virtual Backgrounds – You can  
easily change the background that people 
see in a zoom meeting. Here is a 5-minute 
tutorial on exactly how to do it AND where to 
find some great backgrounds, both still and 
video! https://youtu.be/5Sg-XaGGl2I .  And if 
you would like to use this DGMG Logo  
Background, you can download it from the 
Mineral Guild Drop Box: https://
www.dropbox.com/s/lp5ulpnjb44vdoc/DGMG
-ZOOM.jpg?dl=0  

Zoom Profile Pictures – If your webcam is 
not working, or you decide to turn it off,  
instead of showing others a black screen 
with your name, you could show them a 
“profile picture” (any picture you want – have 
fun with it!) as Karen did here (lower right).  
Here is a short YouTube video with exact  
instructions on just how to do it: 
https://youtu.be/YcGKiAj5OlQ?t=50  

(Ed. Note: We kept asking Karen when she was going to lean over backwards!) 

 

Greater Denver Area Gem and Mineral Show 

TO BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH 

HARD ROCK SUMMIT 

 

DENVER CONVENTION CENTER 

SEPT. 16-19, 2021  

Club tables & Demos—Dealers—Speakers—Exhibits  

Fabulous Fluorite will be the theme!  

Amber Brenzikofer will be the new show chairman 

https://youtu.be/5Sg-XaGGl2I
https://www.dropbox.com/s/lp5ulpnjb44vdoc/DGMG-ZOOM.jpg?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/lp5ulpnjb44vdoc/DGMG-ZOOM.jpg?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/lp5ulpnjb44vdoc/DGMG-ZOOM.jpg?dl=0
https://youtu.be/YcGKiAj5OlQ?t=50
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Web Corner – Web and Computer Resources for Rockhounds –repeat! 

The New DGMG Website – by DGMG Webmaster Bob Johnson 

The 10-year-old DGMG website is being redesigned.  It has a new address: https://
denvergem.co.education/. The old address will still redirect you there - for now. Many additional 
pages will be added to the site in the coming months. 

Here are the procedures for logging into the new Members Only area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the top menu, click on Login.  
Enter your email address as your username.  
Be sure to use the same email address that is listed in the club roster – the email address used to 
send you the Tips & Chips.  
If you have forgotten your password, or if this is your first time logging into the new site, click on 
“Forgot password” and the system, after asking for your email address again, will automatically 
send you an email with a link to create your new password.   
Please keep our members area secure for everyone by using a strong password.   
See these recommendations: https://blog.avast.com/strong-password-ideas.  
The system will suggest a password.  You can use that one, or enter your own. 

The Members Only area currently contains the most recent members directory in both excel and 
PDF format, and the DGMG photo albums.  There are nearly 200 different albums which contain 
pictures that go all the way back to 1964 – our founding year.   

Clicking on an album name will open that album in Google Photos. The initial album view will show 
all the pictures in the album (you may need to scroll down to see them all).  Clicking on any picture 
will open a larger view of that one picture and from that view you can scroll left or right to see the 
individual pictures. To save any picture to your computer, just right click on it and select “save im-
age as”.  From the Album view, you can click on the 3 dots (in the top menu) to download the whole 
album. 

Con’t next page 

https://denvergem.co.education/
https://denvergem.co.education/
https://blog.avast.com/strong-password-ideas
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Web Corner – Web and Computer Resources for Rockhounds (con’t.) 

 

At the bottom of the screen, 
you will see a button that says 
“Say something” Click on that 
button to leave a comment 
(about the whole album - from 
the album view or about an 
individual picture - from the 
picture view).  You are en-
couraged to leave your com-
ments and share your stories 
about these pictures! 

The menu at the top of the 
picture view gives you  
additional options.  The  
circled “i” will display  
additional information about 
that image, and the 3 dots will 
allow you to order prints, 
download, or view the  
pictures as a slideshow.   

For more, see The Ultimate Guide to Google Photos -https://techpp.com/2015/12/23/google-
photos-guide/ 

If you have additional pictures that you would like to add to 
our collection please contact the webmaster! 

Below the Photo Albums are the Videos.  Listed there are over 
100 videos produced by DGMG Historian Marjorie Payne.  
They are selectable by categories (All, Fieldtrips, Programs, 
etc.) Note you will need to hit the “Load More” button at the  
bottom to be sure that all the videos of any category are  
actually displayed. 

If you have questions, comments, suggestions or any problems 
logging in to the new site, please contact me, the DGMG web-
master. (The most capable computer guy on the planet –ed.!) 
 

Contact details are at the bottom of the site. 

 

  

https://techpp.com/2015/12/23/google-photos-guide/
https://techpp.com/2015/12/23/google-photos-guide/
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IT’S TIME TO PAY UP!  

2021 
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DENVER GEM AND MINERAL GUILD 

RELEASE OF LIABILITY 

By signing below, I acknowledge that all activities sponsored or conducted by the Denver Gem and Min-

eral Guild (DGMG), a non-profit organization, may be hazardous and may result in loss, damage, or 

death. 

With full knowledge of these dangers, and in consideration for my acceptance as a member of the DGMG 

and participant in any and all field trips and activities sponsored by the DGMG, and the services and 

amenities to be provided by the DGMG in connection therewith, I confirm that I have read the foregoing 

and voluntarily assume all risks of such damages and hazards occurring in connection with the activity. I 

hereby agree for myself, all of my family, and heirs to RELEASE the DGMG and any of its trip leaders, 

club officers, club members, hosting property owners and claim owners, instructors, guides, or represent-

atives from liability, claims, demands, or any causes of action.  

I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS A LEGAL DOCUMENT AND BY SIGNING IT, I AM GIVING UP MY 

RIGHT TO SUE OR OTHERWISE MAKE ANY CLAIM against DGMG or any of its trip leaders, club of-

ficers, club members, hosting land owners and claim owners, instructors, guides, or representatives 

which may arise during my participation in any and all activities of the DGMG or activities I conduct as 

an individual on DGMG owned or leased properties.  

I intend this RELEASE OF LIABILITY to be effective whether or not any loss, damage, injury, or death 

RESULTS FROM NEGLIGENCE of the DGMG or any of its trip leaders, club officers, club members, 

hosting land owners, and claim owners, instructors, guides or representatives. I understand that  

negligence means failure to do an act which a reasonably careful person would do, or the doing of an act 

which a reasonably careful person would not do, under the same or similar circumstances to protect  

himself, herself, or others from injury or death.  

I agree to be solely responsible for my own safety and to take every precaution to provide for my own 

safety and well being while participating in the activities of the DGMG. Also, I understand that on 

DGMG trips, there may not be rescue or medical facilities or expertise, which may be necessary to deal 

with potential injuries to which I may be exposed. I understand that these risks exist and notwithstand-

ing them, I wish to participate in DGMG activities.  

I HAVE READ THIS RELEASE AGREEMENT AND HAVE FULLY INFORMED MYSELF OF ITS CONTENTS BE-

FORE I HAVE SIGNED IT. ALSO, I PLEDGE TO UPHOLD THE CODE OF ETHICS ATTACHED TO THIS RELEASE. 

  

Printed Name (Please print legibly):_______________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: _________ 

  

IF UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE, PARENT OR GUARDIAN MUST READ AND SIGN BELOW 

I am the legal guardian of the above minor and have read the above RELEASE. I hereby consent to the terms of the RE-

LEASE on behalf of the named minor, and give my consent to the participation of the above named minor in all activities 

of the DGMG on the terms stated. 

Signature: __________________________________________________ 

Date:__________ 


